
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST III 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 True and faithful God, you give courage to the fearful and endurance to 

martyrs. Sustain us as followers of your Son Jesus, that with boldness and 
conviction we may acknowledge him before the world; We ask this for 
the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE        Matthew 10:24-39 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for 
the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the 
master of the house Beel'zebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household! 26 "So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in 
the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 
28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the 
hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 32 "Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also 
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before others, 
I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34 "Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have 
come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and one's foes will be members of one's 
own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and 



whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who 
find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• We feel safe when we hear that the care God has for sparrows is exceeded by 
his great care for us. And we feel important when we hear that God knows 
every hair on our head - something most of us will never know about ourselves. 
We are told these things, Jesus says, so that we will have no fear. This message 
of love and care is an important one, and we shall take great delight in 
proclaiming it. Wayne L. Wold in Tune My Heart to Sing 

 

• Of course, the Gospel promises are meant for you and for me. And yet, I find it 
both convicting and freeing now to consider that they are very likely meant first 
and foremost for those in our midst who are too often unseen.  Too much 
forgotten. Those who might be compared to ‘sparrows’ in terms of God’s love 
and care for them. The Rev. Dr. Janet Hunt 

 

• All of those for whom authentic transformation has deeply unseated their soul 
must, I believe, wrestle with the profound moral obligation to shout from the 
heart. Ken Wilber, One Taste: Daily Reflections on Integral Spirituality 

 

• When Jesus told his disciples to move out into the open with what they knew, 
he was not urging them to share information. It was not a matter of facts, social 
critiques, or theological formulations. It was a matter of their new identity as 
followers of Jesus, as sons and daughters of the Father in heaven, as children of 
God, as images of God, as burning hearts. John Shea, STD 

 

• With Matthew's first readers, we overhear Jesus' instructions to the twelve 
before sending them out and so find ourselves challenged to consider our own 
role in spreading his kingdom message in word and deed. Not surprisingly (for 
an activity that intends radical transformation of the social order), this kingdom 
mission leads to conflict. The difficulty is not the complexity of its concepts, 
but the seemingly disconnect between the palpable threats of the world it 
displays and the "safe" world most of us inhabit. Lance Pape 

 

• Jesus calls us to a responsible relationship with one another. He refuses to offer 
us a cheap peace that corrodes affection and genuine care for one another. Jesus 
teaches us it is not true that we must keep quiet "to keep the family together." 
Of course, there are mistakes and failures and personality quirks that we 
overlook in one another. That is part of living a life of grace. But as people of 



faith we are to hold each other accountable when behavior is contrary to the 
purposes of God. Christ brings a "sword" to such behavior, a word of clear 
judgement against it. Thomas H. Troeger 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER       
 

Ö What difference might it make for you to simply sit and think about sparrows 
for a time? Or counting the hairs on your head? How do I respond to such great 
intimacy? 

 

Ö In what ways am I called to proclaim the good news of Christ? What is it that 
I need to shout from the rooftops? 

 

Ö Share an experience of being overcome with fear. What or who helped you to 
break free? 

 

Ö Do I think of myself as courageous disciple for Christ? Why or why not? 
 

RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 



hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of your compassion, you are always with us and we are never 
alone. Bless all fathers and father figures who strive to love and nurture 
as you do. Comfort all who long to be fathers and especially for those 
who find this day difficult. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, 
for you never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the 
sure foundation of your lovingkindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 
Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 

divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 



The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
 


