
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST VI 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

God of the heavens, God of the earth, all creation awaits your gift of new 
life. Prepare our hearts to receive the word of your Son, that his gospel 
may grow within us and yield a harvest that is a hundredfold. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                   Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; 
and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a 
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was 



sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• Disciples are those in whom the word bears fruit, those who translate the 
kingdom of love into a permanent gesture of solidarity with others. . . . The 
church fulfills its role as a sign of the kingdom when it puts into practice the 
gospel of which it is the bearer. Gustavo Gutiérrez, OP 

 

• The gospel invites us to shift our focus from wondering whether the "seed" is 
effective - it is! - or why others' soil is unreceptive, to the question of how those 
who have received the gift can be intent on helping prepare receptive soil and 
to continue the profligate and the indiscriminate work of the Divine Sower, who 
eagerly shares the mysteries far and wide. Barbara E. Reid, OP 

 

• Jesus wants his listeners to think about a mature vision of the life of faith, one 
that does not succumb to despair or feed the deception of unqualified optimism. 
Reality includes more than the seed that fails and more than the seed that takes 
root and produces an amazing harvest. It includes them both. To despair 
because of failure is to be blind to the seeds that produce. To expect total success 
is to be blind to the failure that will be part of any ministry. Thomas H. Troeger 

 

• Sowing seeds. It's an ancient image, but it still captures a truth about our lives. 
In every moment of every day, our words and actions sow seeds of one kind or 
another into the lives of others, and the soil of our lives receives the seeds others 
cast our way. Some seeds grow. Some don't. Listen, if you have ears. The 
powerful seed of God's holy and loving kingdom seeks to root deeply in your 
heart and grow into something truly alive and beautiful. Be thankful for every 
person and every moment that sowed this seed into your heart. And throw some 
seed yourself. Be generous. Throw it everywhere. Don't make judgements about 
the quality of the soil. You just never know where it will grow. David L. Miller 

 

• It’s a wonderful parable Jesus offers now for it does, in fact, capture something 
important about our lives of faith.  You and I, of course, are called to be ‘good 
soil.’  And you and I, all of us — whether we are pastors or not — we are also 
called to scatter ‘seeds.’  Sometimes they are ‘seeds’ of kindness and compassion 
and generosity.  Other times they are ‘seeds’ shown in acts of courage.  And yes, 
at other times, we scatter ‘seeds’ as we tell stories — especially this Story of  
how Jesus has changed and shaped our own life stories.  And yes, I believe that 



all these ‘seeds’ save lives.  It may take a long time.  In fact, you and I may not 
be around to see the harvest.  But the promise is that when we scatter seeds such 
as these, some will take root and yield as Jesus says, “some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty…” The Rev. Dr Janet H. Hunt 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER       
 

Ö How do you hear the familiar parable Jesus offers now?  Where have ‘seeds’ 
taken root and grown and flourished in you, in others, in your community? 
 

Ö Do you have an example of a ‘seed’ which took a long time to take root and 
grow in you?  In your life of faith? 
 

Ö What other images in the story ring a bell for you; the path, the rocky ground, 
the thorns, or the good soil? 
 

Ö What does it mean for God’s Word to “re-echo” in your life? 
 

Ö Do you ever wonder at how the sower before us, kept at it — even knowing 
that many of the seeds he scattered didn’t actually take root and grow as he 
hoped they might?  What, do you suppose, kept him going?  What keeps you 
going, especially when COVID-19 has paused our lives, racism continues to 
resurface, and injustice is all around?  

 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 



future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, 
and grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to 
do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
 



The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 


