
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST VIII 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

O God of eternal wisdom, you alone impart the gift of right judgment. 
Grant us an understanding heart, that we may value wisely the treasure 
of your kingdom and gladly forgo all lesser gifts to possess that kingdom’s 
incomparable joy. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” “The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 



“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• Jesus seems to be sharing some disappointing images of the kingdom of heaven: 
a mustard seed? Yeast? Okay - I get a treasure, but a merchant (not the pearl of 
great value, mind you!)? A net? What is Jesus talking about here? I think Jesus 
is challenging our expectations, so we should be very careful when we read the 
parts at the end about separation of the evil and the righteous. Jesus has been 
very clear that heaven is going to be very far different from what we expect. We 
should not be so smug as to assume that we can easily identify the evil and the 
righteous, certain that we can envision this "furnace of fire" and know its 
purpose. Kristen Johnston Largen 

 

• You have heard, that John Lewis died, that Civil Rights icon who as a very 
young man heard a call to something more than he had ever known. And I 
wonder, who or what planted a ‘mustard seed’ in his heart when so many others 
who shared his history and circumstance could not or did not experience the 
same. And as I consider his story, I think of the seeds that have been planted in 
you and in me which as they grow and flourish can and should also provide 
shelter for the flourishing of the very Reign of God where all people, but 
especially  those who have had and continue to live so far from the gifts and 
promises of God’s Kingdom — especially, yes, black and brown people in my 
own community and in yours. The Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt 

 

• According to Matthew, it is not adequate for us as disciples to limit ourselves 
to "what is old," to the parables we have received. We need also to bring out 
"what is new," parables that expand upon what Jesus taught us so that we can 
see afresh the reign of God. We are not faithful to the gospel unless, tending to 
the same Spirit that inspired Jesus and Matthew, we risk creating new parables. 
Thomas H. Troeger 

 

• Jesus is articulating the worth of the kingdom of heaven, and if we stopped 
before we read about the bad fish, we might think this heaven is a place where 
what is small eventually has stature and where there is no question about the 
value of things. And yet there is that net that catches all the fish. Melinda A. 
Quivik 
 
 
 



QUESTIONS TO PONDER       
 

Ö What ‘mustard seed’ has been planted in your own heart? Can you think of an 
instant in which you return again and again as perhaps the source or start of 
that planting or nurturing? What was it for you? 
 

Ö If the goal of the ‘mustard tree’ is to provide safe haven for others, how is that 
also the goal of the seed planted in you? And how is that coming to fruition 
even now? 

 

Ö What does it mean for the kingdom of heaven to be a place that catches 
everyone? 

 

Ö Thomas H. Troeger invites us to risk creating new parables. So what does the 
kingdom of heaven, the reign of God, look like to you? 

 

Ö What seeds are you being called to plant in others?? 
 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 



hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, 
with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, 
that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 



us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
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