
A LITURGY FOR HOME - EASTER VII 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
Leader This is the day the Lord has made. 
People Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
People His mercy endures forever. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 God of majesty, yours is the power that raised Christ from death, yours 

is the glory that exalted him to your right hand. By the mystery of the 
Ascension, sustain our hope as we bear witness to our baptism. By the 
perpetual outpouring of your Spirit, confirm your Church in its mission 
of salvation. Grant this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for 
ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 
 



A WORD OF SCRIPTURE         Acts 1:1-11 
 

Reader A reading from Acts of the Apostles               
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to 
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but 
to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from 
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now." So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven." 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• Neither Luke nor the other early Christians thought Jesus had suddenly become 
a primitive spaceman, heading off into orbit or beyond, so that if you searched 
throughout the far reaches of what we call "space" you would eventually find 
him. They believed that "heaven" and "earth" are the two interlocking spheres 
of God's reality, and that the risen body of Jesus is the first (and so far the only) 
object which is fully at home in both and hence in either.  N. T. Wright in 
Surprised by Hope. 

 

• There's no reason whatsoever to believe that our Lord prayed this prayer, 
known as his high priestly prayer, just once. It wasn't like he said the prayer 
once and forgot about it. I believe this is his constant intercession for us. The 
words he spoke two thousand years ago, he speaks to us today, and the prayers 
he offered then he offers now. Ivor Kraft in Hieropraxis. 

 

• At its very best, prayer is a dizzyingly authentic experience in which God comes 
to know us in all our beauty and all our messiness while we, in turn, come to 
know God.   Matt Spotts, S. J. 

 



• You read the face of the sky and of the earth, but you have not recognized the 
one who is before you, and you do not know how to read this moment.  From 
the Gospel of Thomas. 

 

• The Holy Spirit comes when we are receptive. He does not compel. He 
approaches so meekly that we may not even notice. If we would know the Holy 
Spirit, we need to examine ourselves in the light of the gospel teaching, to 
protect against any other presence which may prevent the Holy Spirit from 
entering into our souls.   Archimandrite Sophrony in His Life Is Mine. 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER 
 

ü If you were present with the disciples at Christ's Ascension, what would be your 
immediate reaction? 

 

ü What do you suppose it means to live 'into the mystery"? 
 

ü How do you personally carry on the mission of Jesus? 
  

ü What does it mean for Jesus to dwell within you? 
 

ü "After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God." What, do you think, is meant by the number forty? 

 

RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader With all our heart and mind, we pray to You, O Christ. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  



 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our family and friends, we place the needs of our hearts 
and the thanksgivings of our lives before God.  Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 Silence may be kept 
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us 
comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us 
to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 



Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

People Amen.  
 
 
 

 


