
A LITURGY FOR HOME - EASTER III 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
Leader This is the day the Lord has made. 
People Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
People His mercy endures forever. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 

 God of mystery, out of death you delivered your Son, and he walked in hidden 
glory with his disciples. Stir up our faith, that our hearts may burn within us at 

the sound of his word, and our eyes be opened to recognize him in the breaking of 
the bread. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
People Amen. 
 
A WORD OF SCRIPTURE 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Luke                  Luke 24:13-35 
 
13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that 
had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 

O 



went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to 
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The 
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people,20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 
early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and 
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some 
of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; 
but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 
things about himself in all the scriptures. 28As they came near the village to which they 
were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, 
saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” 
So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were 
not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They 
were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in 
the breaking of the bread. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• "It is easier to make a habit of hospitality when we remember how much Jesus 
is present in the practice," write Christine Pohl and Pamela Buck in the study 
guide for Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition. We 
can see Jesus in strangers and guests, and we can act as Jesus when we play the 
role of host. "Esther de Waal suggests that, at the end of all our hospitable 
activity, we are faced with two questions, 'Did we see Christ in them? Did they 
see Christ in us?'" 



• The simple act of sitting down around a table is something a lot of people don't 
find particularly important - but for Christians, the shared supper is a vital 
aspect of spiritual life. "The Scriptures speak of three kinds of table fellowship 
that Jesus keeps with his own: daily fellowship at table, the table fellowship of 
the Lord's Supper, and the final table fellowship in the kingdom of God. But in 
all three, the one thing that counts is that 'their eyes were opened, and they 
knew him.' "The fellowship of the table teaches Christians that here they still 
eat the perishable bread of the earthly pilgrimage. But if they share this bread 
with one another, they shall also one day receive the imperishable bread 
together in the Father's house." Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together (New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1954), 66. 

 

• Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your neighbor is the holiest object 
presented to your senses. If he is your Christian neighbor, he is holy in almost 
the same way, for in him also, Christ ... is truly hidden.  C.S. Lewis, "The 
Weight of Glory," C.S. Lewis: Readings for Meditation and Reflection (New 
York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1992), 38. 

 

• The couple on the road to Emmaus, like many of us on the giving side of the 
food bank counter, were headed away from Jerusalem, on the run from 
suffering, but their meal with Jesus sends them straight back into the heart of 
the struggle.  Laura Dykstra in Sojourners (4/6/2008). 

 

• The story of the road to Emmaus—the encounter with the Risen Lord—was the 
defining reality for the disciples of Jesus. For months and years they soaked in 
its reality. It became their common point of reference, the defining miracle of 
their faith.   H. King Oehmig. 

 

• All our life is bound up with other people; for almost all of us happiness and 
unhappiness are conditioned by our relationship with other people. What a 
simplification of life it would be if we forced ourselves to see that everywhere 
we go is Christ, wearing out socks we have to darn, eating the food we have to 
cook, laughing with us, silent with us, sleeping with us.  Dorothy Day.  

 

• In the sharing of God's love and the breaking of bread there is an epiphany. 
This is the real deal—Jesus once again among them. These two disciples have 
been the first to experience and acknowledge the presence of their Lord in the 
breaking of bread. Of course, they can't wait to tell their story—could 
we?   Isabel Anders. 

 

• In the words of the noted preacher The Rev. Barbara Taylor Brown, “He comes 
to the disappointed, the doubtful, the disconsolate. He comes to those who do 
not know their Bibles, who do not recognize Him even when they are walking 



beside Him. He comes to those who have given up and are headed back home, 
which makes this whole story about the blessedness of being broken.” 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER 
 

ü Each of us, like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, has a story to tell about 
our own faith journey. Was there a time when you were depressed or 
disappointed like the disciples on the road? When have you been like these 
disciples after they recognized Jesus? What role did your faith play in that 
experience? 

 

ü Share a time in your life when you had a moment of enlightenment, when your 
heart burned, or when a light went off for you, and you saw things in a new or 
clearer way? What did I learn from this experience? 

 

ü When have you been called to be like Jesus in this story; to listen to someone 
who was suffering emotionally or spiritually? To invite someone to share your 
hospitality? To pray for someone? To be Jesus' presence for someone in their 
time of need? 

 

RESPONSE          adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader With all our heart and mind, we pray to You, O Christ. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 



 Remembering that you have promised to hear our prayers, we offer our 
intercessions and thanksgivings:  

 

 Silence may be kept 
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the 

breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in 
all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

People Amen.  


