
THE FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
4 October 2020 

 

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Incarnation, on-line.  
We are very glad to see you this morning. 

 
 

 
 

 
To support the Mission and Ministry of the Cathedral of the Incarnation 

 

Text "IncarnationGC" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, 
text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text 
message and data rates may apply. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider + Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 
     

THE HYMN OF PRAISE                  Komm nu met Zang 
Text: Delores Dufner OSB 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



THE OPENING COLLECT 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray 

 Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to 
renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way 

of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation 
with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE EPISTLE                    Galatians 6:14-18 
 

Lector A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians 
 

ay I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision 

nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who 
will follow this rule-- peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 
From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded 
on my body. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and 
sisters. Amen. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM                148 Laudate Dominum 
Antiphon by Larry Tremsky/Chant from St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville 

   

 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea-monsters and all deeps; Fire and hail, snow 
and fog, tempestuous wind doing his will; Antiphon 

 

 Mountains and al hills, fruit trees and all cedars; Wild beasts and all cattle, creeping 
things and winged birds;   Antiphon 

 

 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is 
over earth and heaven. He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his 
loyal servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah! Antiphon 
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THE GOSPEL                    Matthew 11:25-30 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to 

me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come 
to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                         The Reverend Canon Michael F Delaney 
    Vicar 

THE HYMN                    Dickenson College 
Text: based on a prayer of St Francis of Assisi by James Quinn, SJ 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE           Adapted from St. Maria Faustina 
 

Deacon In peace we pray to You, O God. 
 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor Help us, O Lord, that our eyes may be merciful 
People That we may never judge our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our ears may be merciful 
People  That we may hear our neighbors needs 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our tongues may be merciful 
People  That we may never speak poorly of our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our hands may be merciful 
People  That we may do only good to our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our feet may be merciful 
People  That we may hurry to assist our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our hearts may be merciful 
People  That we may feel the sufferings of our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Remember in silence our departed brothers and sisters.  
 

Intercessor  I invite you to offer intercessions and thanksgivings to God either silently 
  or aloud. 
 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Presider May Your mercy, O Lord, rest upon us and our neighbors.  
 

 Our Father, 
People who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 



CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 
Presider Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine 

image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of racism 
and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world and 
ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Presider God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and fear.  
Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on any who 
are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time of global 
concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in us. Make us 
more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of the strength that 
comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our wounded healer.  

People Amen. 

THE BLESSING OF ANIMALS 
 

Presider Blessed are you Lord God, maker of all living creatures. On the fifth and 
sixth days of creation, you called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and 
animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to call all animals his 
brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless these animals. By the power of 
your love, enable them to live according to your plan. May we always 
praise you for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, 
in all your creatures.  

People Amen. 
 

THE HYMN         Lasst uns erfreuen 

                               



THE BENEDICTION                Franciscan Blessing 
 

Presider May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half truths, and 
superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart. 

People Amen. 
 

 May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation 
of people, so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

People Amen. 
 

 May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, 
rejection, starvation, and war, so that you may reach out your hand to 
comfort them and turn their pain to joy. 

People Amen. 
 

 May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make 
a difference in this world, so that you can do what others claim cannot 
be done. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Icon written by Father John Giuliani 


