
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST XIII 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 
THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

 O God, whose word burns like a fire within us, grant us a bold and 
faithful spirit, that in your strength we may be unafraid to speak your 
word and follow where you lead; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 16:21-28 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus told his disciples, 
“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? “For 
the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 



REFLECTION 
 

• A time and place when you wear a cross not just to show the world who you 
are, but to remind yourself of who the world needs you to be. Before the cross 
signified salvation, it was the instrument of condemnation. It was a sign for 
what happens when power is crossed and when you choose to embody in the 
world a different expression of power. The Rev. Karoline M. Lewis 

 

• Giving someone another chance instead of writing them off, forgiving someone 
who has wronged us instead of seeking retribution, being open-handed and 
generous with the resources we’ve been blessed with instead of holding onto 
whatever we can, offering our future to God rather than planning each step, 
seeking joy in service rather than acquisition – because we’ve accepted that what 
the world has offered is all there is, these different things often feel at first like 
death, even like dying on the cross, before God uses them to raise us to new life. 
The Rev. David Lose 
 

• I want the mystery of the cross to shape me into the kind of human being so 
transfigured by the cross within me, I know how to live, even when I am not 
consciously awake to its meaning in the moment. The Rev. Suzanne Guthrie 

 

• What does it mean to take up one's cross? It means bearing whatever is 
unpleasant—that is following me. Once you begin to follow me by conforming 
your life to my commandments, you will find many to contradict you, forbid 
you, or dissuade you, and some of these will be people calling themselves 
followers of Christ. Therefore if you meet with threats, flattery, or opposition, 
let this be your cross; pick it up and carry it—do not collapse under it. These 
words of our Lord are like an exhortation to endure martyrdom. If you are 
persecuted you ought, surely, to make light of any suffering for the sake of 
Christ. Augustine of Hippo 354-430 Sermon 96 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER            
 

Ö How do you hear Jesus’ call to pick up your cross and follow him? What does 
mean for you? 

 

Ö What are some of the "stumbling blocks" set before you? 
 

Ö What does it mean to "deny your very self"? 
 

Ö In what ways can the cross be transformed, especially in this time of racism and 
in the midst of COVID-19? 
 
 
 



RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 



  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: 
Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; 
nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good 
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 
 

 


