
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
27 September 2020 

 

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Incarnation, on-line.  
We are very glad to see you this morning. 

 
 

 
 

 
To support the Mission and Ministry of the Cathedral of the Incarnation 

 

Text "IncarnationGC" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, 
text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text 
message and data rates may apply. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider + Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 
     

THE HYMN OF PRAISE                            Nettleton 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



THE OPENING COLLECT 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray 

 God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy 
and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to 

obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE              Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
 

Lector A Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel 
 

he word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 

children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no 
more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as 
well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. Yet 
you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because 
they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the 
Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are 
unfair? Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 
iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you 
die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
God. Turn, then, and live. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM         25:1-8 Ad te, Domine, levavi 
Antiphon by Paul Inwood/Chant from St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville 

   

 To you O Lord I lift up my soul; my God I put my trust in you; let me not be 
humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. Let none who look to you be put to 
shame; let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. Antiphon 

 

 Show me your ways O Lord, and teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and 
teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.  
Antiphon 

 

 Remember O Lord your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according 
to your love, and for the sake of your goodness O Lord. Antiphon 

 

THE GOSPEL                    Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

hen Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will 

also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of 
human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but 
later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came 
to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him. 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON                          The Very Reverend Dr. Michael Sniffen 
    Dean 

HYMN                         St. Michael 
Text: Robert Balgarnie Young Scott 

 

    

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE           Adapted from St. Maria Faustina 
 

Deacon In peace we pray to You, O God. 
 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor Help us, O Lord, that our eyes may be merciful 
People That we may never judge our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our ears may be merciful 
People  That we may hear our neighbors needs 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our tongues may be merciful 
People  That we may never speak poorly of our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our hands may be merciful 
People  That we may do only good to our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our feet may be merciful 
People  That we may hurry to assist our neighbors 
 



Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, that our hearts may be merciful 
People  That we may feel the sufferings of our neighbors 
 

Intercessor  Remember in silence our departed brothers and sisters.  
 

Intercessor  I invite you to offer intercessions and thanksgivings to God either silently 
  or aloud. 
 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Presider May Your mercy, O Lord, rest upon us and our neighbors.  
 

 Our Father, 
People who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Presider O God, you alone judge rightly and search the depths of the heart. Make 
us swift to do your will and slow to judge our neighbor, that we may walk 
with those who follow the way of repentance and faith and so enter your 
heavenly kingdom. We ask this through Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 
Presider Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine 

image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of racism 
and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world and 
ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Presider God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and fear.  
Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on any who 
are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time of global 
concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in us. Make us 



more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of the strength that 
comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

THE HYMN                              Azmon 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB 

 

 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

Presider Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. And may the blessing of Almighty God 
be upon you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and remain with you now and 
forevermore.  

People Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 


