
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST XI 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 
THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

O God of all nations, to your table all are invited and in your family no 
one is stranger. Satisfy the hunger of those gathered in this place of prayer, 
and mercifully extend to all the peoples on earth the joy of salvation and 
faith. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for 
she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He 
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She 
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 
wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 



REFLECTION 
 

• Something deep in the human soul draws boundaries and makes distinctions. 
We believe God loves all people and that we ought to do the same; but in 
practice we leave universal love to God and concentrate on the group to which 
we belong, be it family or church or company or social clique or neighborhood. 
. . . Matthew was a realist about how hard it is to reach across deeply ingrained 
differences, and so he retold a powerful story about a time when Jesus left his 
home turf to travel to Tyre and Sidon - wrong neighborhood, wrong people. 
Thomas H. Troeger 

 

• We tend to forget that Jesus was as fully human as he was divine. Remembering 
this, perhaps we might consider the possibility that this was a ‘teachable 
moment’ for him. Maybe Jesus was the one who needed to be taught. And the 
Canaanite woman was the vessel for this powerful teaching: 1. About the 
stubborn, passionate, single-minded, willing-to-do-anything-for love of a 
parent for a child. 2. About where faith can be found. 3. And about the place 
of ‘outsiders’ in our community of faith. The Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt 
 

• The quality of mercy is not strain'd, It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest; It blesseth him that gives and him that 
takes: 'Tis mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes the throned monarch better 
than his crown; His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, the attribute to 
awe and majesty, wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings; but mercy is 
above this sceptred sway; It is enthroned in the hearts of kings, It is an attribute 
to God himself; and earthly power doth then show likest God's when mercy 
seasons justice. William Shakespeare - The Merchant of Venice 4:1 (Portia) 

 

• Jesus’ own sense of God’s kingdom is challenged, stretched, and enhanced by 
his encounter with this fierce and faithful woman. Maybe, that is, Jesus is 
serious – that is, he believes he was sent only to the Israelites – and the woman 
takes him on and, in fact, persuades him that something larger is at stake. In 
this context, her “great faith” isn’t so much an amount, but rather is simply the 
fact that she just holds plain holds on. She won’t let Jesus go until she wrests a 
blessing from him on behalf of her daughter. Moms with sick kids are like that 
– they won’t let anything get in the way of their taking care of their child. Not 
unsympathetic doctors or health regulations or lousy insurance, not even a 
slightly narrow-minded messiah-type. The Rev. David Lose 
 

 
 
 
 



QUESTIONS TO PONDER           created by The Rev. Dr Janet H. Hunt 
 

Ö Are we called to be like the Canaanite woman?  To not let any barrier to stand 
in the way of love? 

Ö Are we to learn to see Jesus in a new light — as one who could be changed — 
and so therefore we can, too? Or are we to stand still in the end of the story 
where the Canaanite woman’s faith is commended as ‘great?’ 

 

Ö Are we to be like Jesus in this way — that we are those who are able to learn 
anew that faith can be discovered and lived out in and with people whom we 
might least expect? 

 

Ö Are we called to recognize that the boundaries of who belongs and who does 
not are ever-expanding? And are we to wonder at what that looks like for us 
now in this world where the forces of hate and fear and bigotry would exclude 
and destroy those who differ from those of us who tend to dominate? 
 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 



hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for 
sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully 
the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps 
of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 



us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
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