
A LITURGY FOR HOME - TRINITY SUNDAY 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Blessed be the one, holy and living God. 
People Glory to God forever and ever. 
Leader There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Leader One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Creator of all. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 O God, your name is veiled in mystery, yet we dare to call you Father; 

your son was begotten before all ages, yet is born among us in time; your 
Holy Spirit fills the whole creation, yet is poured forth now into our 
hearts. Because you have made us and loved us and called us by name, 
draw us more deeply into your divine life, that we may glorify you rightly. 
We ask this O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 
 



A WORD OF SCRIPTURE        Matthew 28:16-20 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came 
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• “But some doubted…” These are some of my favorite words in this last 
breath of Matthew’s Gospel. I love that they are here in all their 
unexpected surprise, for if some who were there and who actually 
witnessed the resurrection and who gathered on that mountain to hear 
Jesus’ final instructions to them actually doubted, this leaves room for all 
the rest of us as well in this dance between faith and doubt and back 
again. The Rev. Janet Hunt 

 

• Can anyone comprehend the almighty Trinity? Everyone talks about it- 
but is it really the Trinity of which they talk? Rare indeed is the person 
who understands the subject of his discourse, when he speaks of that. 
People argue and wrangle over it, yet no one sees that vision unless he is 
at peace. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions, Chapter 13 

 

• Trinitarian life is also our life...There is one life of the Triune God, a life 
in which we graciously have been included as partners... a comprehensive 
plan of God reaching from creation to consummation, in which God and 
all creatures are destined to exist together in the mystery of love and 
communion. Catherine Mowry LaCugna - God for Us, quoted from Ruth 
Burrow's Essence of Prayer 

 

• To many outside the church, the Church is like a football huddle. You 
know that something important is being said there, but you can't 
understand a word of it, and all you can see is their rear ends. The Rev. 
William Willimon 

 

• I like the story Wayne Cordeiro tells about a bakery he knew about. It 
was located in a bad part of town. The bakery was small, rundown, and 



nondescript. Yet at 5am every morning the aroma of delicious bread 
emanated from that bakery. People would line up around the block to get 
their hands on that bread. That is a parable for us as the church. It is not 
about appearances or gimmicks; it is simply about offering the bread of 
life. People are so spiritually hungry that all we have to do is offer the 
bread of life with passion and authenticity, and they will come from all 
over to taste it. Does the sweet smell of Christ emanate from your life? 
The Rev. Dr. Charles Reeb 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER 
 

ü In this time of unrest throughout our country, as we listen to Jesus 
commissioning the disciples to go out to all nations, what does say about you 
and me? 

 

ü As we ponder the Trinity this day, how does that theology of Three in One and 
One in Three call us into relationship with God? With one another? And with 
the one who is different than us? 

 

ü Tell a story of being empowered by God. 
 

ü How has our Baptism called us into our life, our ministry and our community? 
 

ü Does it mean for you to hear Jesus say, "I am with you always, to the end of 
the age,"? 

 

RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader In the power of the Spirit, who aids us in our weakness and teaches us to 
pray, let us offer to God our intercessions, thanksgivings, and all the 
prayers of our hearts.  

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 



 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 

 

 Silence may be kept 
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, 

by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal 
Trinity, and in the power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: 
Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see you 
in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever 

People Amen. 
 



A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 
Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 

divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

People Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
 


