
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST XV 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 
THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

 O God, most high, you are slow to anger and rich in compassion. Keep 
alive in us the memory of your mercy, that our angers may be calmed and 
our resentments dispelled. May we discover the forgiveness promised to 
those who forgive and become a people rich in mercy. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought 
to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his 
wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave 
him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves 
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what 
you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until 
he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 



that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• My difficulty with the passage has quite simply been that forgiveness can be so 
exceptionally difficult, and never more so than when it commanded. I don’t 
mean the occasional moment of warm-hearted forgiveness, overlooking 
someone’s minor slight when you feel magnanimous; nor do I mean the 
spontaneous forgiveness you feel when someone is genuinely contrite over some 
accidental – and again preferably minor – fault. What I mean are those things 
that are really hurtful; those times when the person seems disinclined to take 
responsibility, let along apologize; those episodes that continue to wound each 
time you remember them; those words or deeds that have marked you deeply 
and painfully and feel like they’ll never go away. Those are things that are so 
incredibly hard to forgive. The Rev. David Lose 

 

• The parable exposes the way that our choice to forgive (or not) redounds upon 
us. If we try to forgive and pray for the ability to forgive even when we are not 
yet able to, we open ourselves all the more to the experience of God's tender 
mercy towards us, enabling us to extend that mercy and compassion toward 
others. Nothing we can do can take divine forgiveness away from us, but we 
can do things that hinder its powerful effect on us. Barbara E. Reid, OP 

 

• The ultimate experience of forgiveness brings a change of heart, a metanoia of 
the spirit, after which every seeming injury, injustice, rejection, past, present or 
future, every so-called blow of fate, becomes, as it were, an essential note in the 
music of God, however discordant it may sound to our superficial hearing. And 
the experience excludes nothing- which means that in this moment of 
forgiveness all one's sins and weaknesses are included, being at the same time 
both remembered and known as the essential darkness which has revealed to us 
the light. Helen M. Luke 

 

• When we forgive ourselves, we also free ourselves from a cycle of punishment 
and retribution directed at ourselves. This is not to say we are not responsible 
and accountable for our actions. If I come into your house and steal your 
belongings, I cannot then go home and say, “Well, I forgive myself, so all is 
right in the world.” The Rev. Suzanne Guthrie 

 



QUESTIONS TO PONDER            
 

Ö How do these words of Jesus preach in a world where we too often feel the need 
to ‘get even’ with those who are utterly unrepentant in how they have wounded 
us and forgiving would seem like letting go of the last bit of power we were 
holding on to? 

 

Ö How do you identify with the first debtor? Do you identify at all (be honest) 
with the second debtor? Whom might you need to go out and forgive? 

 

Ö How has your judging been? How does it feel to be forgiven? 
 

Ö What does it mean to forgive “seventy-seven” times? To you? To your family? 
To the people in your parish? 
 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  



 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully 
grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 



Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 


