
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST XVI 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 
THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

 God most high, your ways are not our ways, for your kindness is lavished 
equally upon all. Teach us to welcome your mercy towards others, even 
as we hope to receive mercy ourselves. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the 
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When 
he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about 
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired 
us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner 
of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 



wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• The subversive and easily overlooked purpose of this parable is to make us 
realize how deep our sense of entitlement exists (and if you wonder if this true, 
read ahead to James and John, Matthew 20:20-28). How our sense of privilege 
is operative in how we envision what the Kingdom of Heaven looks like. How 
we have convinced ourselves that all, in equal measure, have indeed experienced 
the love and grace of God in their lives when in fact that is so very far from the 
truth. How quickly, easily, comfortably we settle in as the church chosen. 
Assuming we have the dominant theological voice. Supposing we are the ones 
blessed to carry on a manifestation of Christianity that, were we to go back and 
read the New Testament with any sense of honesty and dexterity, is 
unrecognizable. The Rev. Karoline Lewis 

 

• A woman at a Bible Study once said, "Justice, in God's reign, is about everybody 
being able to eat at the end of the day, no matter what each one's capacity to 
work. God's justice cannot be earned and does not depend on how much you 
work." This explanation seems to be much closer to what Jesus' original 
audience of people struggling to survive would have understood. The assertion 
of the vineyard owner that he is doing no injustice to the earlier hired workers 
challenges those in privileged positions to examine their sense of entitlement. 
Does it take anything away from the first hired if the last hired receive the same 
wage?  Barbara E. Reid, OP 

 

• Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you. And see, 
you were within and I was in the external world and sought you there, and in 
my unlovely state I plunged into those lovely created things which you made. 
You were with me, and I was not with you. The lovely things kept me far from 
you, though if they did not have their existence in you, they had no existence at 
all. You called and cried out loud and shattered my deafness. You were radiant 
and resplendent, you put to flight my blindness. You were fragrant, and I drew 
in my breath and now I pant after you. I tasted you, and I feel but hunger and 
thirst for you. You touched me, and I am set on fire to attain the peace which 
is yours. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions 8,xxvii 



• Now this parable is not a blueprint for labor practices or economic systems any 
more than the Parable of the Prodigal Son is a class on parenting or the Great 
Banquet a manual of table etiquette. This parable works on our imaginations 
in ways that have profound implications for the marketplace and economic 
justice. It allows us to enter for a moment into an alternate world, one that 
operates on generosity rather than greed, ambition, and competition. It allows 
us to experience a world in which those who stand ignored, idle, and discarded 
by society are nevertheless of great value to God - worthy, regardless of their 
circumstances, to live with dignity each day, It discloses the generosity that 
flows from the very life of God. After letting our imaginations dwell in the 
surprising generosity of this parable and of God, we can no longer look at that 
parking lot filled with farmworkers who are paid unjustly and who are viewed 
as disposable, and rest easy. Dr. Thomas Long 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER            
 

Ö In the parable, the landowner does not hire out of his own need but 
responds to the needs of the laborers in the marketplace. What are some 
implication of this ethic for other places in our society? 

 

Ö Is there a difference between being fair and being generous? If so, how 
are these different? 

 

Ö Some of the workers in this parable cut a deal with the landowner, and 
others worked on the basis of trust. Are these ways that we sometimes 
relate to God? 

 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 



 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are 
passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 



A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 
Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 

divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

 
 

The Workers in the Field by Patrick Paearz de Wet 


