
A LITURGY FOR HOME - EASTER IV 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
Leader This is the day the Lord has made. 
People Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
People His mercy endures forever. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 

 God you never cease to call even those who are far away, for it is your will that 
all be drawn into one fold. Attune our ears to the voice of the Good Shepherd, 

who leads us always to you, that we may find under your tender protection life in all 
its fullness.  Grant this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of John                     10:1-10 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 

O 



voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out 
all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they 
did not understand what he was saying to them. 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and 
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me 
will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• There is only one Shepherd whose promises are not false. There is only One 
who will give us all we need. There is only Jesus who is not only the gate to the 
sheepfold but the very Shepherd: the true source of life itself. The Rev. Janet 
Hunt 

 

• May the Most High increase charity in us. May the Sun of Heaven shine 
through us. May the Winds of Love move us to compassion and service. May 
we go into this week: God seeing in our eyes, God touching with our hands, 
God caring through our generosity. Daniel Benedict. 

 

• Jesus came so that people might have abundant life. People who come into 
relationship with Jesus have themselves already passed from death into eternal 
life—not only an everlasting reality, but also the fullness of life with God. ... In 
light of this experience of God through Jesus, the whole created order lights up 
as a sacramental witness to the source of life.  David Rhoads in Currents in 
Theology & Mission (Oct. 2008). 

 

• A soldier asked Abba Mius if God accepted repentance. After the old man had 
taught him many things, he said to the soldier, "Tell me, my dear, if your cloak 
is torn do you throw it away?" The soldier replied, "No. I mend it and use it 
again." The old man said to him, "If you are so careful about your cloak, will 
not God be equally careful about his creature?" From the Desert Fathers. 

 

• Laity and clergy alike are called to "wake up the world," to care for God's little 
ones, to stand up for the poor and oppressed, to speak out for justice—to tough 
it out and work through the grit and grime, loving as only a Good Shepherd 
can love.  The Rev. Susanna Metz. 



• God be with you and grant you to stand in "thin places" where the Presence is 
deeply known and Mercy abounds and Wisdom flourishes. Celtic prayer. 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER 
 

ü In what ways have you experienced Jesus as the Good Shepherd? 
 

ü Who are the thieves and wolves that prey on the helpless or the vulnerable in 
our midst? 

 

ü How can we welcome the sheep who need protecting and calling by name? What 
can you do to help them feel more welcome? What type of resources are needed? 

 

ü Gates can keep people in and keep people out. Jesus reminds us that he is the 
gatekeeper, do you think a 'password' is required? And what would that be? 

 

ü How important is it for you to be known and called by your name? How 
important is it for you to know someone's name? 

 

ü How do you 'attune' your ears to hear the voice of the Shepherd? 
 

RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader With all our heart and mind, we pray to You, O Christ. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 



 Remembering that you have promised to hear our prayers, we offer our 
intercessions and thanksgivings:  

 

 Silence may be kept 
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that 

when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, 
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

People Amen.  


