
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST XII 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 
THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

O Living God, you sent your Son among us to reveal your wisdom and 
make known your ways. Increase our faith, that we may confess Jesus as 
your Son, take up his work on earth, and trust his promise to sustain the 
Church. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 



REFLECTION 
 

• Why would Jesus call Simon son of Jonah, Rock, and why would Matthew 
report it and show Rock at his worst and at his best? One possible interpretation 
is that Matthew wants to remind his community of the high hopes that Jesus 
has not only for Rock, but for all of us who, like Rock, profess to Jesus: "You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God". Like Rock, we may also fail to live 
up to the faith that we claim, but then more than ever we need to remember the 
faith that Christ has in us. Thomas H. Troeger 

 

• It seems fitting and especially important for us now to return to this passage as 
we reflect on the nature and meaning of ‘the church.’ This is particularly so in 
these days when many do not find ourselves gathering ‘inside a building’ as was 
taken for granted not so many months ago. Indeed, perhaps it is at least a little 
helpful to remember that when Jesus first uttered these words to Peter, church 
buildings as we know them now would have been the furthest thing from his 
imagination. In spite of the fact that for centuries, we have thought of ‘the 
church’ as ‘the building,’ as a physical place to which we go, we know deep 
down that this is not really so, cannot be so, had better not be so. The ‘church’ 
must be so much more than this if the faith we share has any hope of thriving, 
or perhaps even of surviving. While we may not be ‘in the building,’ God’s 
people are active in the world, caring for each other, giving to the poor, reaching 
out to the suffering, working for justice, and continuing to grow in faith. So 
then, isn’t this a particularly appropriate time for us to go deep and to discern 
together just what it means to be a church centered on a confession of faith and 
not only one that gathers in a building which too often becomes synonymous 
with ‘the church’ itself. The Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt 
 

• Throughout the span of our lives, you and I might traverse the breadth of the 
world looking for traces of the Divine. All this activity, effort, and time is 
necessary somehow, even though you know how futile the quest is right from 
the outset. But the core of every story, myth, and fairy tale is about this: the 
journey that takes you home. One day, in the most mundane way, the question 
comes suddenly from a hidden and unexplored depth of soul. Who do you say 
that I am? You! I know you! You are the Christ! It's been You all along. When 
this moment of consciousness comes, this utterly surprising breakthrough, you 
are given the keys to the kingdom. The Rev. Suzanne Guthrie 

 

• Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but 
yours, yours are the eyes through which to look out Christ's compassion to the 
world. Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good; yours are 
the hands with which he is to bless. Teresa of Avila 1515-1582  



QUESTIONS TO PONDER            
 

Ö How are you navigating this time of wondering about the nature, the meaning, 
the purpose of ‘the church?’ How are you finding ways to deepen the 
faith/confession — both your own and that of others, in a time when perhaps 
you also cannot be ‘together in one place’ as you once were? Is this a time of 
opportunity to better learn to live what Peter confessed and Jesus commended 
so long ago? 

 

Ö Who do you say that I am? It's so easy to repeat what other people have said, 
but the question is a personal one; Who do you say that I am? 

 

Ö What is the rock that your life is built upon? 
 

Ö What do you suppose are the keys to the kingdom? 
 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  



 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in 
unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, 
to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 



Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

 
Sistine Chapel Fresco: Cristo consegna le chiavi a San Pietro 

Pietro Perugino (1450-1523) 
 
 
 
 

 
From the Brooklyn Bridge to Montauk Point 

A house of prayer for all of Long Island 


