
THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
23 August 2020 

 
Welcome to the Cathedral of the Incarnation, on-line.  

We are very glad to see you this morning. 
 

To support the Mission and Ministry of the Cathedral of the Incarnation 
 

Text "IncarnationGC" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, 
text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text 
message and data rates may apply. 
 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
THE PRELUDE 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider + Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 
     

THE HYMN OF PRAISE                        Darwall's 148th 
Text: James Quinn, SJ 

 
                    

THE OPENING COLLECT 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray 

 Living God, you sent your Son among us to reveal your wisdom 
and make known your ways. Increase our faith, that we may confess 

Jesus as your Son, take up his work on earth, and trust his promise to 
sustain the Church. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

O 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE                   Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

Lector A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
 

isten to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the 
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when 
I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert 
like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and 
the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a 
teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring 
near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the 
peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to 
the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but 
my salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM                             138 Confitebor tibi 
Antiphon Alistair Nelson /Chant from St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville 

   

 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing 
your praise. I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name, because 
of your love and faithfulness;  Antiphon 

 

 When I called you answered me; you increased my strength within me. All the kings 
of the earth will praise you O Lord, when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
Antiphon 

 

 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; he perceives the haughty from afar. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand 
against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. The Lord will make 
good his purpose for me; O Lord, your love endures for ever; do not abandon the 
works of your hands. Antiphon 

 

 
 

L 



THE GOSPEL                    Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

hen Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, 
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the 
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                         The Right Reverend Geralyn Wolf 
    Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island 

 

HYMN                 Bridegroom 
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. 

 

 

  

 

W 



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Deacon We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Presider Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 



  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Presider Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in 
unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, 
to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Presider Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine 
image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of racism 
and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world and 
ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Presider God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and fear.  
Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on any who 
are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time of global 
concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in us. Make us 
more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of the strength that 
comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

 
Sistine Chapel Fresco: Cristo consegna le chiavi a San Pietro 

Pietro Perugino (1450-1523) 
 



THE HYMN                         Chelsea Square
Text: Howard Chandler Robbins 

 

  

 

 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

Presider May God give you Grace never to sell yourself short! Grace to risk 
something big for something good! Grace to remember that the world is 
too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but Love!      

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.  

People Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People Thanks be to God. 


