
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
17 May 2020 

 
Welcome to the Cathedral of the Incarnation, on-line.  

We are very glad to see you this morning.  
Please remember to mute your microphone throughout the service. 

 

 
 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
THE PRELUDE 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider + Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 



THE HYMN OF PRAISE             Gelobt sei Gott 

 

THE OPENING COLLECT 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray 

aithful God, who loves us in Christ Jesus, send your Spirit of truth to 
dwell within us, that we may always reject what is false, live by the 

commands of Christ, and be true to the love you have shown us. Grant 
this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

F 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE EPISTLE                  Acts 17:22-31 
 

Lector A Reading from Acts of the Apostles 
 

aul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully 

at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To 
an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 
and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live 
and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 
too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM              66 Jubilate Deo 
Antiphon from A Portland Psalter /chant from St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville 

 

 
 

 Bless our God you peoples; make the voice of his praise to be heard; Who holds our 
souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip. Antiphon 

 

 For you O God have proved us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. You brought 
us into the snare; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. You let enemies ride over 
our heads; we went through fire and water; but you brought us out into a place of 
refreshment. Antiphon 

 

P 



 If I had found evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; But in truth God 
has heard me; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God who has not 
rejected my prayer, nor with held his love from me. Antiphon 

THE GOSPEL                         John 14:15-21 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus said, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. I will 
not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer 
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them." 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON            
 

HYMN               Hymn to Joy 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Deacon Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, 
the world, and all of creation.  

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Presider Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 



CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Presider O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as 
surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, 
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Presider God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

HYMN            Taizé Community 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE BENEDICTION 
 

Presider May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children 
through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches 
of his blessing. Amen. 

 

Presider May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for 
ever. Amen. 

 

Presider May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting 
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

 

Presider And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

 
THE POSTLUDE 
 


