
A LITURGY FOR HOME - EASTER V 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
Leader This is the day the Lord has made. 
People Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
People His mercy endures forever. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 We have beheld your glory, O God, in the face of Christ Jesus your Son. 

Enliven our faith, that through Christ we may put our trust in you. 
Deepen our faith, that in Christ we may serve you. Complete our faith, 
that one day we may live with you in that place which Christ prepares for 
us, where he lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of John                     14:1-14 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you?3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And 
you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 



do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works.11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in 
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me 
for anything, I will do it. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• From Jesus I have learned both that he is the way and that in God's house there 
are many mansions. I do not believe that these two sayings are contradictory. 
In fact, I have come to see that only by understanding one can we come to 
understand the other.   Harvey Cox. 
 

• There are two ways to be fooled. One is to believe what isn't true; the other is 
to refuse to believe what is true. Søren Kierkegaard. 
 

• Like a two-by-four between the eyes, this gospel reading tell us that faith and 
perseverance are not all that different, that faith, unlike a neat system full of big 
words, is more like wrestling with God and banging on doors and maybe finally 
getting some sort of results, even if not always exactly what we want.   Lane 
Denson III. 
 

• I have developed a new philosophy. I only dread one day at a time. Charlie 
Brown. 

 

• Oh yes, we can know ‘the way,’ can’t we? We can walk confidently, thinking 
we are on track, but this way that Jesus is, is one that we keep on practicing — 
clinging to it — returning to it — yearning to find with him and through him 
the answers to our deepest questions about the meaning of suffering, the 
purpose of living, the destinations waiting for us beyond the time we share here. 
The Rev. Janet Hunt 
 



QUESTIONS TO PONDER 
 

ü Think of a time when your heart was troubled. Was there a process to "un-
troubling" your heart? 

 

ü How is Jesus the way for you? The truth for you? The life for you? 
 

ü Jesus encourages his disciples to avoid being troubled and anxious. Easier said 
than done. Despite hearing the words; "do not let your hearts be troubled, trust 
in God," we are often caught up in our own fears, worries and anxieties. What 
advise can you offer to someone who is bound up by their fears, worries, or 
anxieties?  

 

RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader With all our heart and mind, we pray to You, O Christ. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our family and friends, we thank you for the gift of 
Motherhood. Shower your blessings upon all mothers; giving them calm 
strength and patient wisdom as they continue to care for all who have 
been entrusted to them. Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 Silence may be kept 
 



Leader Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so 

perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the 
life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

People Amen.  
 


