
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST XVIII 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 
THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 Yours, O God, is the vineyard and its harvest, yours the kingdom of 

justice and peace. You call your people to tend its growth. Bless the work 
entrusted to our hands, that we may offer you and abundance of just 
works, a rich harvest of peace. We ask this through Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then 
he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, 
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves 
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more 
than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of 
the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will 
put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell 
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the 



Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They 
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 
prophet. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• Whatever we may make of the words Matthew records Jesus offering, that is, 
Jesus’ actual deeds are quite different. He does not shrink from the sacrifice on 
the cross, he does not return with vengeance, he does not kick anyone out of 
the kingdom of heaven. Instead, the resurrected Jesus, having taken on the 
worst that our violence can inflict, comes back and instructs his disciples to take 
the good news of the Gospel to the very ends of the earth, promising to be with 
them always. And for me, this week, that good news means in part that violence 
does not and will not have the last word. That the only response to violence is 
not more violence. That tragedy and death and loss and hatred are, in the end, 
no match for love and life and forgiveness and peace. The Rev. David Lose 

 

• Caring for the Kingdom of Heaven is not only being good tenants, the kind of 
tenants that tenaciously tend the call to being the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world. Caring for the Kingdom of Heaven is being tireless in our 
resistance to leadership that is not only unaware of Jesus’ Beatitudes, but 
actually works at undermining them. And it is our charge to make sure that 
people hear what Jesus’ disciples heard -- to help them imagine that they are 
also leaders in the Kingdom of Heaven. That God needs them as tenants to 
exercise justice, to work for a world where the Beatitudes are not aspirational 
but actually possible and palpable.  The Rev. Karoline Lewis 

 

• In this parable Jesus offers an extreme image.  And yet, it is also so for you and 
for me.  We forget that we are simply 'tenants' here.  We fail to remember that 
everything we are and everything we think we 'own' are just on loan to us.  
These homes, acres, jobs, congregations, children, spouses, communities --- 
even our very bodies --- were created by God and given to us for this little span 
of time. And yet, how often do I behave as though it all 'belongs to me?'   In a 
sense am I also not 'taking the lives of those sent to collect the rent' whenever I 
live as though it is all mine?  Indeed, the flip side of that is that every day I fail 
to entrust it all to God, I am also taking on far more than I am intended to hold. 
The Rev. Dr Janet H. Hunt 

 
 
 
 



QUESTIONS TO PONDER            
 

Ö How do you hear Jesus' parable today?  Does the fact that he paints such 
an extreme picture make it easier or more difficult to apply to your life? 

 

Ö It is a hard word that Jesus offers now.  It is also meant to be a life-giving 
word.  How does the understanding that it is all a gift from God bring 
you life? 

 

Ö Is this just an ancient story simply meant to foreshadow what would 
happen next in Matthew’s drama or is it meant to still be heard by us 
today with fresh ears and open hearts? Are we among those who live as 
though all of this is a gift passed on to us from God’s own hand and 
tended by the hands who have gone before us? 

 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  



 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than 
we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon 
us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not 
worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ 
our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 



the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 


