
 Race and Faith: A five-part adult education series for the Cathedral of the Incarnation and the 
 Diocese of Long Island 

 Wednesdays (dates noted below), 7:30-8:30pm, on Zoom 

 Led by the Rev. Craig Townsend, Historian in Residence for Racial Justice 

 From Black Lives Matter to the prevalence of white supremacist activity across the country, and 
 the intensity and visibility of racially charged political rhetoric, for many Americans, our current 
 “moment”—politically, culturally, socially—feels both unique and aberrant. Yet scripture tells us 
 “there is nothing new under the sun”, and a peek beyond the headlines shows us that our current 
 divisions and violence are as old as the nation itself. The church has played a role in this history 
 (and certainly not always a good one). However, our faith in an incarnate God of love gives us 
 both opportunity and responsibility to revisit this history, and think together about how we can 
 work for repentance, reconciliation, and a more just future. 

 We ask that participants be able to attend all 5 sessions, and complete the required reading before 
 each session. Above all, we’ll endeavor to create a “brave space,” where people are respected 
 and we endeavor to tell one another the truth. 

 January 12 - Session 1 - The Hard Words: Race, Racism, Supremacy, Privilege, Intersectionality 

 An introduction to ways of thinking about race on a systemic level, and what our faith 
 has to offer. 

 Required Reading: “What is Racism?,” Ijeoma Oluo; “Explaining White Privilege to a 
 Broke White Person,” Gina Crosley-Corcoran; the Baptismal Covenant and Biblical 
 selections 

 Other Resources: “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” by Peggy 
 Macintosh (available  here  ); “Status Update” (18 minute  audio segment from “This 
 American Life”, available  here 

 January 19 - Session 2 - A History of Racism: The Past That Isn’t Past 

 A brief history of slavery and institutionalized racism in this country, and an exploration 
 of ways that our nation is still shaped by that history. 

 Required Reading: “The History That James Baldwin Wanted America to See,” Eddie 
 Glaude, Jr.; “Why American Prisons Owe Their Cruelty to Slavery,” Bryan Stevenson 

https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/mcintosh.pdf
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/573/status-update/act-three


 Other Resources:  The 1619 Project  , all essays available  here  ;  “From Mammy to Welfare 
 Queen: Black Women in Public Policy Formation” by Emilie M. Townes 

 January 27 - Session 3 - A Theological Approach to Slavery and Racism: The Bible and Slavery 

 What can we say about this history of Biblical faith and slavery? What can our faith push 
 us toward today? 

 Required Reading: “She Shall Not Go Free as Male Slaves Do: Developing Views About 
 Slavery and Gender in the Laws of the Hebrew Bible” by David P. Wright; “The Bible 
 View of Slavery,” John Henry Hopkins 

 Other Resources: “Early Christianity, Slavery, and Women’s Bodies,” Jennifer A. Glancy; 
 “Slave Bible From The 1800s Omitted Key Passages That Could Incite Rebellion,” 
 Michel Martin (NPR article and audio interview, with transcript available,  here  ) 

 February 9 - Session 4 - Black and White Episcopalians: Uncovering Parish Histories 

 What is illuminated when we look at the history of race relations in our own 
 denomination, and in our own cities and towns? 

 Required Reading: “Improper Associates,” “ Freedom’s Defects,” (chapters 1 & 2,  Faith 
 in Their Own Color  ), Craig Townsend; “Final Report  to St. Ann and the Holy Trinity 
 Episcopal Church,” Townsend, et al. 

 February 23 - Session 5 -  Striving for Justice, or What’s Next? 

 A discussion of what might be next for us and our parishes, and our diocese as a whole. 
 How can we further ourselves as the Beloved Community , to use Martin Luther King’s 
 vision and our Presiding Bishop’s campaign? 

 Required Reading: “The Case for Reparations,” Ta-Nehisi Coates, available  here 

 Other Resources: “Ta-Nehisi Coates Revisits ‘The Case for Reparations’” (short article or 
 longer interview, available from The New Yorker  here  ) 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/09/674995075/slave-bible-from-the-1800s-omitted-key-passages-that-could-incite-rebellion
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-new-yorker-interview/ta-nehisi-coates-revisits-the-case-for-reparations

