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 ABSALOM JONES 
Absalom Jones was born enslaved to Abraham Wynkoop, a wealthy 
Anglican planter, in 1746 in Delaware. He was working in the fields 
when Abraham recognized that he was an intelligent child and ordered 
that he be trained to work in the house. Absalom eagerly accepted 
instruction in reading and saved money he was given to buy books. 
Abraham Wynkoop died in 1753. When Absalom was sixteen, 
Abraham’s son Benjamin Wynkoop sold the plantation and Absalom’s 
mother, sister, and five brothers. He brought Absalom to Philadelphia 
where he opened a store and joined St. Peter’s Church. 
 

With the permission of their masters, Absalom married Mary Thomas who was enslaved to Sarah 
King who also worshipped at St. Peter’s. Absalom and his father-in-law, John Thomas, used their 
savings, and sought donations and loans primarily from prominent Quakers, in order to purchase 
Mary’s freedom. They saved enough money to buy property and to buy Absalom’s freedom. After 
repeated requests, Benjamin Wynkoop freed Jones by granting him a manumission. 
 
Absalom began worshipping at St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church. He met Richard Allen who 
had been engaged to preach at St. George’s and the two became lifelong friends. Together, in 1787, 
they founded the Free African Society, a mutual aid benevolent organization that was the first of its 
kind organized by and for black people. At St. George’s, Absalom and Richard served as lay ministers 
for the black membership. The black members worked hard to help raise money to build an upstairs 
gallery intended to enlarge the church. The church Intercessorship decided to segregate the black 
worshippers in the gallery, without notifying them. During a Sunday morning service, a dispute 
arose over the seats black members had been instructed to take in the gallery, and ushers attempted 
to physically remove them by first accosting Absalom Jones. Most of the black members indignantly 
walked out in protest. 
 
In 1792 the Free African Society began to build the African Church of Philadelphia. The church 
membership took a vote and decided to affiliate with the Episcopal Church. Absalom Jones was 
asked to provide pastoral Intercessorship and after prayer and reflection he accepted the call. The 
African Church was dedicated on July 17, 1794. Soon thereafter the congregation applied for 
membership in the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania on the following conditions: 1) that they be 
received as an organized body; 2) that they have control over their own local affairs; 3) that Absalom 
Jones be licensed as lay reader, and, if qualified, be ordained as a priest. In October 1794 it was 
admitted as the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. Bishop William White ordained Jones as 
deacon in 1795 and as priest on September 21, 1802. 
 
Jones was an earnest preacher. He denounced slavery and warned the oppressors to “clean their 
hands of slaves.” To him, God always acted on “behalf of the oppressed and distressed.” St. Thomas 
Church grew to over 500 members during its first year. Known as “the Black Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church,” Jones was an example of persistent faith in God and in the Church as God’s instrument. 
Jones died on February 13, 1818. 

 



3 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Entrance Hymn                 We've Come This Far By Faith 
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Opening Acclamation  
The people standing, the Bishop says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

Collect For Purity  
The Bishop says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Song of Praise    Gloria     Choir 
Glory to God in the highest, peace to all men of good will 
We praise Thee  
We give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory   
Lord God King of heav’n .  Father Almighty one 
Glory to Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, the Father’s only son 
Glory to God in the highest, peace to all men of good will 
Thou who takest away all the sins of the world, have mercy on us 
Receive our prayers, Thou who sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty in 
heave’n 
Have mercy on us. 
For Only Thou are holy, only Thou art the Lord, only Thou art holy 
For Only Thou are holy, only Thou art the most high, only Thou art holy 
For Only Thou are holy, only Thou art the Lord, only Thou art holy  
Only Thou art the Lord we come to praise your name today, we want to serve you in 
ev’ry way 
Only Thou are holy, only Thou art the most high we come to praise your name today, 
we want to serve you in ev’ry way 
Let the loud hosannas ring shouting the praises to God our King in the name  
In the name of the Son, in the name of the Holy Ghost –  
The Blessed Three in One  
Oh – Amen, men! 
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The Collect Of The Day  
Bishop The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Let us pray. 

Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, honoring the 
steadfast courage of your servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the 
reconciling love and true freedom of the children of God, which you have given us in 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons     The people sit. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 42:5-9    

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
 I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people,  
 a light to the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the LORD, that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
 I tell you of them. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 126   Remain seated. 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
  then were we like those who dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
3 Then they said among the nations, * 
  “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
  and we are glad indeed. 
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
  like the watercourses of the Negev. 
6 Those who sowed with tears * 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
Sequence Hymn            Blessed Absalom (February 13)  
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Gospel Acclamation        Choir 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, let us praise the lord 
Hal-le , lord praise him with stringed instruments 
Praise him with dance 
Praise him on the palt’ry and harp. 
Ev’ry thing that has breath ought to praise him – hal le lord 
Hallelujah let us praise the lord . 
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Gospel: John15:12-15   All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.  
  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

 
The Sermon                The Rev. Dr. Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones 
 
The Creed      All stand.            Choir 

I believe, I believe in God the Father Almighty 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord. 
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffer’d under Pontius  
Pilate, crucified, died and was buried, He descended into hell. 
On the third day He arose  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffer’d under Pontius  
Pilate, crucified, died and was buried, He descended into Hell  
On the third day He arose, on the third day He arose –  
On the third day he arose, On the third day he arose,  
On the third day he arose,  
He will judge all the world 
He will judge you and me 
I believe in the Holy Spirit and the Holy catholic church 
I believe in the resurrection and the communion of saints in this world. 
I believe, I believe, I believe in God and the Holy Ghost,  
I believe, I believe in God, I believe in God. 
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The Prayers Of The People    All remain standing. 

 
Deacon Blessed are those who trust in the Lord! So lift up the prayers of your 

heart, saying, “Test our minds; search our hearts; hear our prayer.” 
 

Intercessor Lord our God, bless your Church. Bless us with the boldness of the 
prophets, especially in thanksgiving and prayer for the life and 
ministry of Blessed Absalom Jones. Give us the courage to proclaim 
your kingdom. Give us the courage to proclaim our allegiance to 
Christ alone. Test our minds; search our hearts; 

People  Hear our prayer. 
Intercessor  Lord our God, bless the people of this and every nation. Bless us 

with compassion for the poor, the hungry, and those who weep. 
Turn our hearts away from our selfish desires; turn our hearts to 
you. Test our minds; search our hearts; 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor Lord our God, bless this planet, your very footstool. Bless this 

planet with growth and health. Give food enough that the hungry 
might be filled. Test our minds; search our hearts; 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor Lord our God, bless our city. Bless us with health. Heal our land and 

our water. Deliver us from violence and sorrow. Test our minds; 
search our hearts; 

People   Hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor Lord our God, bless the sick and the struggling. Send forth your 

healing power. Cause laughter to once again flow from the hearts 
of those who now weep. 

Invite the congregation to add their petitions and thanksgivings, 
followed by silence 

Test our minds; search our hearts; 
People  Hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor Lord our God, bless the dying and the dead. Bless them with 

everlasting life. And at the last day raise them to new life with 
your Christ. Test our minds; search our hearts; 

People  Hear our prayer. 
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Confession Of Sin  
 The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 

 
The Peace  
All stand. 

Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory Hymn                        Amazing Grace 
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The Great Thanksgiving  The People remain standing. 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your saints, who have been the 
chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their generations. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

 
Sanctus            Choir 
Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts. 
Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts in the highest who gave me victory 
Look’d around saying  
Holy, holy Lord God of hosts.  Holy, holy Lord God of hosts. 
Holy, holy Lord God of hosts in the highest. 
Who gave me victory.  Blessed is He who comes in the  
Name of the Lord , we will always sing 
Always sing Thy praise, sing Thy praise.   
Hosanna in the highest 
Sing hosanna,  hosanna in the highest 
Now I shout saying 
Holy, holy Lord God of hosts  Holy, holy Lord 
God of hosts.  Holy, holy Lord of hosts 
In the highest who gave me victory 
Holy, holy Lord Jesus.  Holy! 
 
The Bishop continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
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Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Bishop and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
The Bishop continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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The Lord’s Prayer           Sung  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
Agnus Dei            Choir 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us,  
have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us,  
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, grant us Thy peace, 
Grant us Thy peace. 
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 
Invitation  
The Bishop says 

The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Communion Hymn                 Let Us Break Bread Together 
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Communion Anthem:    “I Open My Mouth”     Choir 
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Post-Communion Prayer  
 the Bishop says 

Let us pray. 

Bishop and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing  
The Bishop blesses the people, saying 

Bishop         Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People         The maker of heaven and earth. 
Bishop         Blessed be the Name of the Lord 
People         From this time forth for evermore. 
Bishop        The blessing, mercy and grace of God Almighty: the Father, the Son, and   

the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever. 
People       Amen. 

 
 
 

Presentation On 
Absalom Jones: America's First Black Priest 

By The Author 
The Rev. Dr. Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones 
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Recessional Hymn              Lift Every Voice and Sing  
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
  

 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Guest Preacher 
 
 The Rev. Dr. Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones 
 
The Rev. Dr. Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones is an 
Episcopal priest at Trinity Church Wall Street in New 
York City.  He serves as the Priest and Director of 
Spiritual Formation of Trinity’s Retreat Center in West 
Cornwall, CT. 
 
A former Jesuit priest from Jamaica, Mark has 
missionary experience in Belize, Brazil, and Guyana.  
He believes that prayer, silence, and rest deepen our 
connection to God. Prayer and silence help us to name 
the pain, face the realities of our time, and claim the 
Way of Love for all people.  At the Retreat Center, Fr. 

Mark fosters an environment suited to prayer, silence, meditation, rest, and reveling 
in the beauty of nature. 
 
He is an avid reader, award-winning author and international speaker, and has taught 
at elementary and university levels. He has a passion for cultures of Latin America 
and the Caribbean.   
 
Fr. Mark’s intellectual interests include the impact of social issues on faith and 
spirituality, racism, and the impact of poverty. He is passionate about the 
inculturation of religion.  Mark loves flowers, Brazilian and Reggae music, and is 
currently working on a book of poetry.  
 
He is an award-winning author; recent books for children include: God Thought of 
You, God Created, Jesus the Word, The Gospel of Barack Hussein Obama According to 
Mark, Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word, The Womb of Advent and The Rastafari Book of 
Common Prayer.  Two new books in 2021 include Absalom Jones: Intercessor and Guide 
(CPG) and one on the Spirituals called, Face to the Rising Sun: Reflections on Spirituals 
and Justice (Forward Movement). 
 
Fr. Mark is married to the Rev. Dr. Kathy Bozzuti-Jones (Interfaith).  Mark Anthony is 
their son, the Beloved, the Negus.  
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Music Director 

 
Nigel W. Gretton 
 
Nigel W. Gretton is a pianist, organist, conductor, 
choir director, music educator, and entrepreneur.  
Through his company Progressive Music 
Productions, Nigel provides music event 
management, recording consultation, and 
performing arts services for clients all over the 
United States and cooperative educational services 
to schools throughout Long Island and New York 
City.   
 
Nigel is Director of Performing Arts and a music 
faculty member at St. John’s University where he 
also serves as Artistic Director and Conductor of the 

award-winning St. John’s University Voices of Victory gospel choir.  For the past 
thirty-four years, he has given concerts with Voices of Victory throughout the eastern 
United States, Europe and West Africa. He also serves as Minister of Music at the 
Congregational Church of South Hempstead (United Church of Christ) and First 
Baptist Church of Great Neck, New York. 
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Adrienne Vaultz   Acclamation & Sanctus 
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Choristers 
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The Black Clergy Caucus Of The Diocese Of Long Island 
 

The Black Clergy Caucus of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island exists for the mutual support, uplift 
and enrichment of Black clergy in the Diocese. The Black Clergy Caucus strives to be a valued 
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Church and changed the world. 
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