
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST IX 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

 

 
THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

O Bountiful and compassionate God, you place in the hands of your 
disciples the food of life. Nourish us always, that we may bear Christ to 
others and share with them the gifts we have so richly received. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 



A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 14:13-21 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard 
it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, 
the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now 
late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something 
to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he 
said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and 
broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• As Jesus renews, embodies, and fulfills the consistent call of the God of Israel 
to feed the hungry. Make no mistake, that was no minor endeavor, as what we 
now call “food scarcity” wasn’t only known in the ancient world, it was 
rampant. And so the disciples’ suggestion that these hordes of people go buy 
food isn’t just unrealistic – they are, after all, out in a deserted place – it’s 
ridiculous…and even a little insulting, as the folks making up these desperate 
crowds probably didn’t have money to buy food in the first place. And so Jesus 
tells his disciples to get over their callous self-concern and feed them themselves. 
The Rev. David Lose 

 

• It is into this world that along with those first followers of Jesus, you and I are 
called to pick up the gifts of God and move into the crowd (appropriately 
distanced and masked of course!) and give away what we have been given to 
give. We both step out of and into and through our own fear, our own grief, 
and sometimes, yes, our own doubt or skepticism that the gifts will hold up 
long enough to reach everyone who is hungry. We do this because of and in 
spite of everything that has brought us to this point. The Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt 

 

• For not only bread, but all things necessary for sustenance in this life are given 
on loan to us, with others and because of others and for others to others through 
us. Meister Eckhart c.1260-c.1327 



• To speak about bread is to speak about daily nourishment in its most basic and 
necessary aspect. We learn this from the first words of our lives as children. At 
the same time, we also know, there is not bread on every table. Many people 
live a cruel experience of hunger from a very early age. Scripture shows us a 
tender God who is attentive to our fundamental needs. Gustavo Gutierrez, OP 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER       
 

Ö Name the places you go to when you need to be alone. 
 

Ö Have you ever been called back from a place of rest (interrupted) in order to 
help someone in need or tend to a family or work issue? How did that make 
you feel? 
 

Ö Where are and how have you experienced the miracle of this multiplying, this 
sustenance, this providing so that there is enough with room to spare? 

 

Ö How has this miracle come alive for you? 
 

Ö How have you known God’s abundant provision and how have you been called 
to pass the gifts along? 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 



 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, 
because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern 
it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 



of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 
 
 

 


