
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
26 July 2020 

 
Welcome to the Cathedral of the Incarnation, on-line.  

We are very glad to see you this morning. 
 

To support the Mission and Ministry of the Cathedral of the Incarnation 
 

Text "IncarnationGC" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, 
text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text 
message and data rates may apply. 
 
 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
THE PRELUDE 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider + Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE              Gott sei Dank 
 

 

 
                        

THE OPENING COLLECT 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray 

 God of eternal wisdom, you alone impart the gift of right judgment. 
Grant us an understanding heart, that we may value wisely the 

treasure of your kingdom and gladly forgo all lesser gifts to possess that 
kingdom’s incomparable joy. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

People Amen. 
 
 

O 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE                1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

Lector A Reading from the first book of Kings 
 

t Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and 

steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have 
kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his 
throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place 
of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 
come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good 
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” It pleased the Lord that 
Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have 
not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your 
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before 
you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM           119:129-136 Mirabilia 
Antiphon Larry Tremsky /Chant from St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville 

 
 

 Your decrees are wonderful;  therefore I obey them with all my heart. When your word 
goes forth it gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.  Antiphon 

 

 I open my mouth and pant; I long for your commandments. Turn to me in mercy, as you 
always do to those who love your Name.  Antiphon 

 

 Steady my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me. Rescue me 
from those who oppress me, and I will keep your commandments. Antiphon 

 

 
 
 
 

A 



THE GOSPEL                  Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” “The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                The Reverend Canon Dr. Bruce Griffith, ThD 
    Canon in Residence 

 

 
 

J 



HYMN                   Slane 

 

  

  

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Deacon We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 



future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Presider Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Presider O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with 
you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that 
we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Presider Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine 
image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of racism 
and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world and 
ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
 



The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Presider God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and fear.  

Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on any who 
are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time of global 
concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in us. Make us 
more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of the strength that 
comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

THE HYMN                           St. Denio 

 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, 2003 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

Presider May God give you Grace never to sell yourself short! Grace to risk 
something big for something good! Grace to remember that the world is 
too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but Love!      

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.  

People Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People Thanks be to God. 

 



THE POSTLUDE 
 

 
 
 

Vision of the New Jerusalem, Donald Jackson, Copyright 2011, The Saint John's Bible,  
Saint John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota USA.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 

 
From the Brooklyn Bridge to Montauk Point 

A house of prayer for all of Long Island 


