
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST IV 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

All-Powerful God, your incarnate Word commands our obedience and 
offers us true life. Make our ears attentive to the voice of your Son and 
our hearts generous in answering his call, that we may take up the cross 
with trust in his promises. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE        Matthew 10:40-42 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a 
prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in 
the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple-- 
truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• Most of the time, I simply have to remember to breathe, and have a sip of cool 
water. Spirit is breath and breezes. In the Christian tradition, it's also expressed 
as living water, poured over us, poured into us, into our dark, thirsty lives, and 
that sometimes it streams down our faces in tears. It cleanses us, hydrates the 
ground at our feet, grows things, buoys us up and cools us down. . . . People 
help us, and we help them. Some days I just try to give glasses of water to 



everyone. . . . Lots of people gave me water. But what quenched my thirst was 
the spirit that animated their kindness, and telling the truth, which was that 
they had grape jelly jars, too. That we all do. Anne Lamott, "Every sandwich," 
Salon, February 14, 2003. salon.com 

 

• Christians don't simply learn or study or use Scripture; we assimilate it, take it 
into our lives in such a way that it gets metabolized into acts of love, cups of 
cold water, missions into all the world, healing and evangelism and justice in 
Jesus' name, hands raised in adoration of the Father, feet washed in company 
with the Son.  Eugene Peterson 

 

• To offer hospitality to a stranger is to welcome something new, unfamiliar and 
unknown into our life-world .... Strangers have stories to tell which we have 
never heard before, stories which can redirect our seeing and stimulate our 
imaginations. The stories invite us to view the world from a novel perspective. 
Thomas Ogletree, Hospitality to the Stranger: Dimensions of Moral 
Understanding 

 

• Part of the reward of the prophet is arriving at a selflessness in knowing that 
God's word will be proclaimed by other prophets who will follow. Those who 
emulate prophet Jesus know that the prophet's reward is a transformation of 
self in the process of serving Christ's little ones, which culminates in the ultimate 
transformation into God's love for all eternity.  Barbara E. Reid, OP 

 

• What seems such a simple and naïve statement is in fact filled with wisdom and 
grace, the wisdom and grace of remembering that our bitterness, our theological 
wars, our claim to have the truth while our opponents do not - all of these 
evaporate before the more fundamental human needs that Christ calls us to fill: 
Give a glass of cold water to the thirsty. This is not theological reductionism. 
This is the profound revelation of the Spirit that calls us never to lose our basic 
human compassion under the guise of being dogmatically correct. Thomas H. 
Troeger 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER       
 

Ö How is cold water poured where you live and serve? Have you found it to be 
so that in simply doing so our own parched hearts are watered too? And what 
kind of difference does that make? For you? For us? For all this thirsty world? 

 

Ö What does it mean to be a minister of hospitality? 
 

Ö When have you experienced being welcomed or not being welcomed? What was 
your response? 

 



Ö When have you been called to be a prophet?  
 

RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of your compassion, you are always with us and we are never 
alone. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and 
welcome one another as we would welcome you. Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 



Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: 
Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that 
we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 


