
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST X 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 
THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
  

God of all power, your sovereign word comes to us in Christ. When your 
church is in danger, make firm our trust; when your people falter, steady 
our faith. Show us in Jesus your power to save, that we may always 
acclaim him as Lord. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” 
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me 
to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, 
he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, 
why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the 
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 



REFLECTION 
 

• This story was the perfect metaphor for Matthew's community as their faith 
wavered when Jesus failed to return and establish the full reign of God. 
Matthew's listeners could have easily identified with the disciples in the boat. 
Weary and afraid of death, like sailors who have fought a storm all night. 
Matthew's community may have begun to lose their ability to identify Christ 
coming to them. Perhaps their savior was approaching them through people 
and ideas that they found as terrifying as a ghost walking upon a raging sea. 
Thomas H. Troeger 

 

• Who would have thought that something as small, as at first invisible, as so very 
unknown as a virus taken hold as pandemic would threaten to toss us off the 
boat as it has? In fact, if one thinks of the ‘boat’ as the ‘church,’ as our 
‘community of faith’ as many of the commentators do, one might suggest that 
in our inability to all ‘be together in the boat’ we are all like Peter, not 
necessarily having stepped out willingly at all, but rather tossed overboard, 
sinking step by water logged step. The Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt 

 

• You are not walking on the lake like Peter but on another sea, for this world is 
a sea; Trials its waves, temptations its storms, and people devouring each other 
as fishes do. Don't be afraid, step out stoutly lest you sink. When the gale blows 
and the waves rise, and your weakness makes you fear you will be lost, cry out, 
'Lord, I am sinking,' and he who bade you walk will not let you perish. 
Augustine of Hippo  354-430, Sermon 141, Psalm 39 

 

• Jesus words are words of healing and of hope for those of us who find ourselves 
threatened by the stormy seas of life.  In the boat the disciple Peter wants 
confirmation of Jesus identity and sets out to test his faith.  Jesus’ beckons Peter 
out on to the waters and we see that Peter at first focused on Jesus is able to 
walk on the waters towards Jesus.  But then seeing the threat around him begins 
to sink, he loses focus, and as Jesus indicates his faithlessness betrays him.  But 
even in this moment of failure Peter is able to look and cry out “Lord save me” 
and Jesus immediately reached out his hand and catches him. There is an 
immediacy in Jesus response to Peter’s need that gives us hope and here we 
might catch the overtones of what Paul wrote to the Romans, “everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” The Rev. Peter Lockhart 
 

 
 
 
 
 



QUESTIONS TO PONDER           created by The Rev. Dr Janet H. Hunt 
 

Ö How has this time manifested as ‘storm’ for you? 
 

Ö How have you experienced Jesus walking towards you? 
 

Ö What makes you most afraid? 
 

Ö What gives you hope? What sustains you now? 
 

Ö How do you sense yourself being formed and shaped for all that will follow 
now? 

 

RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 



artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things 
that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be 
enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 



Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
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