
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
People And enkindle in us the fire of your love. 
Leader Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
People And you shall renew the face of the earth. 
Leader Fill us this day with your love. 
People And we shall be living words of praise. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 God of majesty and glory, you bring us to the day that crowns our joyful 

Easter feast. Open for us the fountain of living waters promised to the 
faithful, that the outpouring of the Spirit may reveal Christ's glory and 
enlighten all who wait in hope for the glorious day of redemption. We 
ask this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 
 
 



A WORD OF SCRIPTURE               John 20:19-31 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of John               
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.”22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of 
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.25So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe.”30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• Pentecost is the birthday of the Christian Church. It is the day when God 
breathed the breath of new life and the fire of Divine Presence into the 
Church through the preaching of Jesus. Jesus is Lord, the one who brings 
peace, life, and the forgiveness of sins to a broken and dying world. But 
Pentecost is more than just the birthday of the Church. It is God's act of 
life-giving renewal for the whole creation.   Donald S. Armentrout. 

 

• The Holy Spirit comes when we are receptive. He does not compel. He 
approaches so meekly that we may not even notice. If we would know 
the Holy Spirit, we need to examine ourselves in the light of the gospel 
teaching, to protect against any other presence which may prevent the 



Holy Spirit from entering into our souls.  Archimandrite Sophrony in His 
Life Is Mine. 

 

• The Holy Spirit appeared under the form of tongues of fire in order to fill 
the Apostles with truth and to prepare them to bear witness to Jesus. He 
also comes to fill their hearts with love. He is the Person of Love in the 
life of God. He is also like a breath, an aspiration of infinite Love, from 
which we draw the breath of life.  Dom Columba Marmion in The 
Mysteries of the Rosary. 

 

• The Christian Church by its very nature is a missionary society. It is called 
to spread the gifts of grace. It is to exhibit the love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, meekness, temperance, which are the fruit of the Spirit. In this 
way ... it is to bring all ... to Christ and through Christ to the Father.   
James A. Pike and W. Norman Pittenger in The Faith of the Church. 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER 
 

ü In this time of quarantine, we can feel like the disciples locked up in fear; fear 
for our family and friends, fear for our own health and safety. Is there anyone 
or anything that brings you peace? 

 

ü Have you ever sensed that you were an instrument of the Spirit's gift of peace 
to free someone from isolation or fear? 

 

ü Do you have a personal experience of the power of the Spirit? 
 

ü How is the Spirit manifested in your church community? How do you celebrate 
being a new creation? 

 

ü Why is it important in the Gospel of John that the Holy Spirit be given 
immediately after the resurrection, as opposed to fifty days later, as in Acts of 
the Apostles (Acts 2:1-11)? The gospels from the past four Sundays might give 
you some clues. 

 

RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader In the power of the Spirit, who aids us in our weakness and teaches us to 
pray, let us offer to God our intercessions, thanksgivings, and all the 
prayers of our hearts.  

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 



healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; We pray: Come, Holy 
Spirit. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Today we especially remember George 
Floyd. We pray: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; We pray: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice and exploitation especially 
this day we remember George Floyd; for his family and friends who are 
grieving his death. We pray: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; We pray: Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

 Silence may be kept 
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Leader Let us pray 
 Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every 

race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this 
gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may 
reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

People Amen.  
 

 


