
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST II 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Holy God, you are always with us. 
People Open our eyes to your presence. 
Leader God’s power working in us. 
People Can do more than we ask or imagine: Glory to God! 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and 

love, that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, 
and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE       Matthew 9:35-10:8-23 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Then Jesus summoned his twelve 
disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure 
every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his 
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one 
who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go 
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom 
of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons. You received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or 
silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or 
a staff; for laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out 



who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If 
the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace 
return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the 
dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that 
town. “See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 
councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand 
you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what 
you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and 
a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 
and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end 
will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell 
you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• 8 Minutes, 46 Seconds: No Justice, No Peace! And there is no peace today. Not 
yet. Not in my community and not in yours. And not even at times, I have to 
say, within reach within my own heart. But there is this. In the midst of the 
turmoil of the time in which Jesus lived and in the midst of the time in which 
you and I live, Jesus sends us out. With nothing BUT peace. With nothing but 
peace. And while I expect we will not know that peace in nearly all of its fullness 
until we hear and respond and seek to build a world where justice reigns, even 
so we are still sent with it now. And maybe that peace which we have been 
given to share is only truly ‘ours’ to receive when we actually step out of our 
comfortable places and spaces and give it away. The Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt 

 

• "You will be dragged before governors and Kings because of me." Jesus 
involves us in politics. BLACK LIVES MATTER. to the church and it should 
matter to the world. The Rev. Sam Platts 

 

• We are not helpless people. The events that overtake society, as they seem to be 
doing now and have done in the past, will not reduce us to hand-wringing 
spectators, because Jesus has given us authority. The Rev. Steve Souther 

 



• Carl Jung said this about Christianity: "If it is to reach its high calling of 
education, it must go back to the beginning." 

 

• Matthew provides an insight into who Christ is: he is the one who sends his 
followers out, like laborers are sent out into the harvest. In other words, there 
is work to be done, and what are these laborers to do? Like Christ they are (we 
are) to proclaim the good news: “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” They 
are (we are) to cure the sick. They are (we are) to raise the dead. They are (we 
are) to cleanse lepers. They are (we are) to cast out demons. The world in which 
we live — even this pandemic restricted world — is the place in which we carry 
out the work of Christ; the place in which we live as a reflection of who he is, 
and what he values, and what he wants for every neighbor we meet from day 
to day. The Rev. Dave Risendal 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER      Created by The Rev. Dr. Janet Hunt 
 

Ö How have you found yourself ‘on your knees’ this week? Are you 
uncomfortable, discouraged, hopeful, angry? 

 

Ö How do you hear Jesus’ words today to take nothing with you on this peace-
sharing journey except for ‘peace’ itself? What would it look like for you to 
hear and respond to his command? Today? This week? 

 

Ö What would it mean for you to take eight minutes and forty six seconds each 
day from here on out working to more deeply understand the meaning of ‘no 
justice, no peace.’ What might you read or watch or talk over with a trusted 
‘other?’ How might you pray? 

 

RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader In the power of the Spirit, who aids us in our weakness and teaches us to 
pray, let us offer to God our intercessions, thanksgivings, and all the 
prayers of our hearts.  

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 



already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 

 

 Silence may be kept 
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Leader Lord, have mercy. George Floyd of Minnesota. Your nation failed you. 
People Rest in God's peace. Kyrie eleison. 
 

Leader  Christ, have mercy. Breonna Taylor of Kentucky. Your nation failed you. 
People Rest in God's peace. Christe eleison. 
 

Leader Lord, have mercy. Ahmaud Arbery of Georgia. Your nation failed you. 
People Rest in God's peace. Kyrie eleison. 
 



Leader Christ, have mercy. Tony McDade of Florida. Your nation failed you. 
People Rest in God’s peace. Christe eleison. 
 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
 

Leader God of the covenant, you have made us a priestly and prophetic people, 
living and visible signs that the kingdom of heaven has come near. Send 
us forth into your abundant harvest and place into our hearts the 
compassion of Jesus. That proclaiming the good news of your kingdom, 
we may fulfil the promises of our Baptism. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
both now and forevermore. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

People Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
 


