
DAY OF PENTECOST - WHITSUNDAY 
31 May 2020 

 
Welcome to the Cathedral of the Incarnation, on-line.  

We are very glad to see you this morning.  
 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE PRELUDE 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider + Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 



THE HYMN OF PRAISE            Abbot's Leigh 
 

 
 

THE OPENING COLLECT 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray 

od of majesty and glory, you bring us to the day that crowns our 
joyful Easter feast. Open for us the fountain of living waters 

promised to the faithful, that the outpouring of the Spirit may reveal 
Christ's glory and enlighten all who wait in hope for the glorious day of 
redemption. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the 
life, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE EPISTLE                       Acts 2:1-21 
 

Lector A Reading from Acts of the Apostles 
 

hen the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. 
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
"What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new 
wine." But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men 
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: `In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days 
I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun 
shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's 
great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.' " 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM        104 Benedic, anima mea 
Antiphon from the Portland Psalter /chant from St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville 

 

 
 O Lord, how manifold are your works! in wisdom you have made them all; the earth 

is full of your creatures. Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too 
many to number, creatures both small and great. Antiphon 

 

 All of them look to you to give them their food in due season. You give it to them 
they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. Antiphon 

 

 You hide your face and they are terrified; you take away their breath, and they die 
and return to their dust. You send forth your Spirit and they are created; and so you 
renew the face of the earth. Antiphon 

 

THE GOSPEL                         John 20:19-23 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

hen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON         The Right Reverend Lawrence C. Provenzano 
      Bishop of Long Island        

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
 

Bishop  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment 
to Jesus Christ? 

People  I do. 
 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God,  
  the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

W 



Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
   

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 
Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                  Ellecombe 

      
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Deacon In the power of the Spirit, who aids us in our weakness and teaches us to 
pray, let us offer to God our intercessions, thanksgivings, and all the 
prayers of our hearts.  

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; We pray: Come, Holy 
Spirit. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. We pray: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; We pray: Come, Holy Spirit. 



 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice and exploitation especially 
this day we remember George Floyd; for his family and friends who are 
grieving his death. We pray: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; We pray: Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Presider Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Presider Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every 
race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this 
gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may 
reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Presider God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 



THE BLESSING OF GRADUATES 
 

Canon Ladd Today we celebrate a milestone in the lives of our young people - 
Nicole, Eric, Luke, Vanessa, Ryan, Luke, Benjamin, Jeanisha, 
Presley, Mark, Mia and Sean; who will graduate this year and are 
ready for new learning and new experiences. You, O God, are now 
calling them into new and greater ways of sharing the gifts you have 
given them with the world you have created. 

 

Dean Sniffen  May Christ, the light of all people, shine in you: to be your support 
during tough times, to share with the people you meet who are in need of 
his love, and to go before you and to guide you through all the years 
ahead. 

 

People  We bless you and we send you forth from this community with all our 
love, with all our reverence, and with all of our support. Let the love 
of Christ shine through you. 

 

Bishop Let us pray 
 In every beginning is an ending, O Lord, and in every end something new 

begins.  Our young people will graduate from high school and are ready 
now for new learning and experiences.  Grant that childhood’s innocence 
and hope remain alive in them, bringing joy as they mature.  Grant that 
they hear your still small voice in their hearts saying, “This is the way; 
walk in it.”  Help them preserve old friendships while creating new ones.  
Grant that we who love them may help them find their own voice, their 
own words and their own work in the way of Christ, who knows the 
person they were created to be; we pray this in Jesus’ name.  

People Amen. 
 

 



HYMN                        Azmon 

 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

Presider May Almighty God, who enlightened the minds of the disciples by 
pouring out upon them the Holy Spirit, make you rich with his blessing, 
that you may abound more and more in that Spirit for ever.  

People Amen. 
 

Presider May God, who sent the Holy Spirit as a flame of fire that rested upon the 
heads of the disciples, burn out all evil from your hearts, and make them 
shine with the pure light of his presence.  

People Amen. 
 

Presider May God, who by the Holy Spirit caused those of many tongues to 
proclaim Jesus as Lord, strengthen your faith and send you out to bear 
witness to him in word and deed. 

People Amen. 
 

Presider And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.  

People Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE DISMISSAL 
 

 
THE POSTLUDE 
 
 

 


