
A LITURGY FOR HOME - EASTER VI 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
Leader This is the day the Lord has made. 
People Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
People His mercy endures forever. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 Faithful God, who loves us in Christ Jesus, send your Spirit of truth to 

dwell within us, that we may always reject what is false, live by the 
commands of Christ, and be true to the love you have shown us. Grant 
this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of John                   14:15-21 
 
15”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.17This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 18”I will not leave you 



orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 
you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments 
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• "The kingdom of God is within you," Jesus said, when asked where it 
lay. He offered an example of transformation; and the fact that nobody 
recognized Jesus (at least at first) after the resurrection tells us something 
important: one should not expect that "eternal life" will look like 
anything you can imagine in these temporal lives.  Jay Parini.  

 

• It is our care for the helpless, our practice of loving kindness, that brands 
us in the eyes of our opponents. "Only look," they say. "Look how they 
love one another."  Tertullian. 

 

• From a bumper sticker: If you love Jesus, tithe. Anyone can honk. If 
you love Jesus, keep his commandments. Really keep them. Don't just 
say you love Jesus - words, like horn beeps, come easily. It's the follow-
through that's more challenging. But when we love Jesus, when we 
embrace what he calls us to and take it as the structure, the framework 
for our lives, we will live more fully and freely than ever before. If you 
love me, you will keep my commandments. Kris Lewis, from a sermon 
preached at St. Mary's Episcopal Church in the Village of Barnstable, 
Massachusetts, April 27, 2008, stmarys-church.org. 

 

• When someone thinks of you, what qualities come to mind?  If you use 
the word "Companion" as a keyword on Yahoo, you get about 90 hits. 
Although some dating services appear, most of the hits have something to 
do with dog species - collies, aussies, Labradors, retrievers, Dobermans, 
Shetland sheepdogs, Dalmatians, and so on. Now, what does that tell 
you? When we think "dog," we think "companion." So, when others 
think of Christians, what words spring to mind? Judgmental, 
hypocritical, self-righteous, narrow-minded, intolerant? Or do the words 
friend, companion, reliable, faithful, loyal come to mind? I find that doing 
the will of God leaves me with no time for disputing about his plans.  
George Macdonald (1824-1905) 

 



QUESTIONS TO PONDER 
 

ü In your life experience, when has the Spirit been an advocate for you in times 
of trouble? In what ways did hope return to you? 
 

ü Is your awareness of God's helpful presence becoming clearer, deeper, more 
frequent? How does this affect your day? 

 

ü What does it mean for Jesus to dwell within you? 
 

ü How do you make your home in Jesus? 
 

ü How does the Spirit nudge you out of the nest? 
 
RESPONSE            adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader With all our heart and mind, we pray to You, O Christ. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our family and friends, we place the needs of our hearts 
and the thanksgivings of our lives before God.  Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 Silence may be kept 
 



Leader Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as 

surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, 
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

People Amen.  
 


