
A LITURGY FOR HOME - PENTECOST XXI 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

 A candle may be lit as a reminder that God is present in our midst. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
People And your glory all the day long. 
Leader The Holy One is in our midst: 
People O come let us worship. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 Your love, O God, is boundless. We who were strangers have been made 

your children. We who are defenseless have been brought into your 
household. Keep us mindful of your deeds of mercy, that we may love 
you with our whole heart and love our neighbor as ourselves. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

A WORD OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 22:34-46 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew               
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 
and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is 
the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What 
do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 
He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The 
Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an 
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 



REFLECTION 
 

• The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our enemies; probably 
because generally they are the same people G.K. Chesterton 
 

• Love seeks no cause beyond itself and no fruit; it is its own fruit, its own 
enjoyment. I love because I love; I love in order that I may love.... Of all the 
motions and affections of the soul, love is the only one by means of which the 
creature, though not on equal terms, is able to treat with the Creator and to 
give back something resembling what has been given to it. What God loves, he 
only desires to be loved, knowing that love will render all those who love Him 
happy. Bernard of Clairvaux 1090-1153 

 

• Some people want to see God with their eyes as they see a cow, and to love Him 
as they love their cow - for the milk and cheese and profit it brings them. This 
is how it is with people who love God for the sake of outward wealth or inward 
comfort. They do not rightly love God, when they love Him for their own 
advantage. Indeed, I tell you the truth, any object you have in your mind, 
however good, will be a barrier between you and the inmost Truth. Meister 
Eckhart 1260-1327 

 

• Let everyone understand that real love of God does not consist in tear-shedding, 
nor in that sweetness and tenderness for which usually we long, just because 
they console us, but in serving God in justice, fortitude of the soul and humility. 
Teresa of Avila 1515-1582 
 

• Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly broken. If 
you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no one, 
not even to an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; 
avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. 
But in that casket--safe, dark, motionless, airless--it will change. It will not be 
broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. C. S. Lewis 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER            
 

Ö In what ways might you relate to the Pharisees in today's passage? 
 

Ö 2. Why do you think rules matter in our lives? 
 

Ö 3. What kind of love can be commanded? 
 

Ö 4. Have you ever had your feelings shaped by your actions? 
 

Ö 5. If "the basic reality" of God's life is love, what is the basic reality of 
your own life? 



RESPONSE            Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Leader We offer our prayers to you O God of Life, you created all people as one 
family and call us to live together in harmony and peace; surround us 
with your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this present time. 

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our brokenness, we pray that the peace of the risen Christ 
may heal the wounds of all victims of injustice, exploitation, prejudice, 
hatred and racism. We pray for our nation to stand up and do the work 
of uniting us, not dividing us. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer.  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

 
Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 



  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Leader Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and 
charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what 
you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
A Collect for the Elimination of Racism 

Leader Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your 
divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of 
racism and free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world 
and ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

People Amen. 


