
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
3 May 2020 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE PRELUDE 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider + Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE                 Duke Street 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



THE OPENING COLLECT 
 

Presider Let us pray 
 God you never cease to call even those who are far away, for it is 
your will that all be drawn into one fold. Attune our ears to the voice 

of the Good Shepherd, who leads us always to you, that we may find 
under your tender protection life in all its fullness.  Grant this through 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  

People Amen. 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

THE EPISTLE             Acts 2:42-47 
 

Lector A Reading from Acts of the Apostles 
 

hose who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, 

because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and 
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM               23 Dominus regit me 
Antiphon from A Portland Psalter/chant from St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville 

 
 

 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures and leads me beside still waters.  Antiphon 

 

 He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. Though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff they comfort me.    Antiphon 

 

 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you have 
anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. Surely your goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever. Antiphon 

 

O 
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THE GOSPEL                        John 10:1-10 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 

voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They 
will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice 
of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 
the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                   The Very Rev. Dr. Michael Sniffen 
Dean of the Cathedral 

 
 

 
 

The Good Shepherd 
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HYMN              Sicilian Mariners 

 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy 
 

Deacon Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, 
the world, and all of creation.  

 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 



 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 Remembering that you have promised to hear our prayers, we offer our 
intercessions and thanksgivings:  

 

 Silence may be kept  
 

Presider Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Presider O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that 
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, 
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 



The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Presider God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

HYMN            Taizé Community 
 

 
THE BENEDICTION 
 

Presider May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children 
through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches 
of his blessing. Amen. 

 

Presider May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for 
ever. Amen. 

 

Presider May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting 
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

 

Presider And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



THE DISMISSAL 
 

 
 


