
 

 PROCEEDINGS of 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY FOURTH ANNUAL DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

 
NOVEMBER 14, 2020 

 On Saturday, November 14, 2020, the day chosen in accordance with the Constitution 
of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Long Island, clergy and laity gathered online, for the 
Annual Diocesan Convention. 
 

  
 In compliance with Rule of Order 1, the delegates of the 154th  Annual Convention 

assembled online and the Rt. Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island, took the 
chair as President.  Bishop Provenzano called the Convention to order and declared it 
organized for business at 9:31 AM, after the Secretary of the Convention (the "Secretary"), the 
Rev. Karen Davis-Lawson, reported a quorum present.  The President announced that only 
authorized delegates were allowed on the floor of the Convention.  
  
 The President appointed Canon Charles Janoff as Parliamentarian and Chancellor 
James Weller, to serve as Assistant Parliamentarian. 
 

The Secretary nominated, and the Convention confirmed, the appointment of the Rev. 
Jason Moskal, Deacon, St.Mark’s, Jackson Heights, as Assistant Secretary to this Convention.   

 
 The Secretary moved that the following persons be admitted on the floor as necessary 
and authorized for the business of the Convention: 

 
  Clergy canonically resident less than three (3) months (without vote) 
  Non-canonically resident clergy serving in the diocese (without vote); and 

 The administrative staff of the diocese (without vote) 
 

The motion was properly seconded and carried. 

 The President asked that clergy and delegates remain throughout the Convention.  He 
asked that delegates vote whenever a question was put, unless excused by the Convention, 
and reminded the delegates that all motions must be made from the microphones available to 
the delegates. The President also advised the Convention that the Canons of this Diocese do 
not allow restoration of voting privileges to any parish or mission not in compliance with the 
filing of reports unless reports are in hand or unless just cause is shown. 
 
 The President called upon the Secretary for the report of the Committee on Voter 
Qualifications  
 
 The Secretary reported that no defective delegate certificates had been received and 
there were no current delinquencies in the filing of current reports.: 

 



 

 The Secretary reported that the following congregations had failed to file parochial 
reports for the year 2019 and prior to 2019 thereby forfeiting the seat and right to vote of their 
elected lay delegations: 
 

Need to Insert List 
  
The Secretary reported that the following congregations had failed to file audit certificates for 
the year 2019 and prior to 2019 thereby forfeiting the seat and right to vote of their elected lay 
delegations: 

Need to Insert List 
 

 According to Title V, Canon 2, Section III and Title V, Canon 3, Section II of the Diocesan 
Canons Pertaining to Audits and Parochial Reports, a parish who has shown good cause why 
such reports have not been provided may ask the Bishop to restore the seat and voting rights 
of the Church.  The Secretary reported that the following congregations had requested 
restoration of seat and voting rights. 

 
E. Temporary Waiver of Parochial Report or Audit 

 
Need to Insert List 

 
F. Permanent Waiver of Parochial Report or Audit 

 
Need to Insert List 

 
 

Upon motion made, seconded and carried, seat and voting rights for  
E. Temporary Waiver of Parochial Report or Audit 

 
Need to Insert List 

 
F. Permanent Waiver of Parochial Report or Audit 

 
Need to Insert List 

 
 
 

 The President called upon Sharon Brown-Veillard, Chair, Committee on Dispatch of 
Business ("Dispatch"), to present and move the revised Agenda for the 154th  annual 
Convention.  Dispatch moved to suspend the Rules of Order in order to adopt a revised agenda.  
Suspension of the Rules of Order was moved, seconded and carried by a 2/3 majority.  The 
President then called upon Dispatch to move the following revised Agenda: 
 
Saturday, November 14: 

• The Secretary will make provisions for Voting and Balloting at this 154th   Convention. 
• Nominations will be presented from the Pre-Convention Journal, and further 



 

nominations will be taken from the floor, and we will seek the elections of uncontested 
nominees by acclamation. 

• Elections for contested offices will follow the Elections for Uncontested offices 
• Bishop’s Address 
• Admission of a Parish – Church of the Redeemer, Mattituck 
• Presentation of the 2021 Ministry Plan and Vote 
• Break for Lunch at 12:30PM 
• Honoring of New ministries and Anniversaries 
• Vote on Resolutions and Propositions 
• Closing Worship and Adjourment of convention 

 
The motion having been made, Bishop Provenzano called for a second, and the motion 
was then seconded and carried by the requisite majority. 

 
 In accordance with Rule of Order Part III Rule1, Subsection (d)(iii) of the Convention 
and with the assent of the President of Convention, a motion to dispense with the reading of 
the minutes of the 153rd    Convention was duly seconded and passed. 
 
 Dispatch moved for suspension of Rule of Order Part III Rule1, Subsection (d)(ii) to allow 
for the use of Electronic Voting at this Convention.  The motion was seconded and carried by 
a 2/3 majority. 
 
 Dispatch called upon the Secretary to report on correspondence and unfinished 
business of the 153rd  Convention. The Secretary reported that there was correspondence from 
the Black Clergy Caucus of the Diocese of Long Island and from the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Cape Coast. The texts of the letters follow: 
 
“Beloved Diocesan Family and Clergy and Delegates to Convention, Grace to you and Peace 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We find ourselves in unprecedented times. Life as we 
know it has changed due to the COVID19 pandemic. We are all adjusting as best as possible. 
While we are experiencing this departure from the norm, we are still witnessing the status quo 
of the lasting hand of racism in this nation. The recent deaths around our nation of unarmed 
Black children of God at the hands of law enforcement agents and vigilantes is a troubling 
continuity of the racism that embodies our country. In the last year alone, the names of Walter 
Wallace, Jr., Jonathan Price, George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Daniel Prude, Breonna Taylor, 
Jacob Blake and Atatiana Jefferson are added to the names of Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, 
Deborah Danner, Amadou Diallo, Eleanor Bumpers, and the countless others who were victims 
of lethal force. Yet more than names, these are people whose tragic deaths impacted their 
families and community, remaining part of our collective memory. We, in the New York area, 
experienced the reality that the “Stop-and- Frisk” operation of the New York Police Department 
(NYPD) disproportionally targeted black and brown individuals. COVID-19 has exposed the 
racist structures that prevent Black and Latino communities from access to adequate health 
care, while allowing some in our midst to attack and blame our Asian siblings for the current 
crisis. As the Christian community, we cannot remain silent. In the Confession of Sin, we 
acknowledge that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and what 
we have left undone. Furthermore, we pray for mercy that we may delight in God’s will for us. 



 

Silence and inaction are not God’s will for us. Unless we remain diligent in naming and 
combating the Sin of Racism, it will continue, grow, and infect our hearts, our homes and our 
society. As we gather together in the Council of the Church as our Diocesan Convention, let us 
live into the words of James 1:25 - But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, 
and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their 
doing. May we actively recommit ourselves to this as a lifelong labor of bringing forth a world 
where all forms of hatred, especially that embodied in Racism, no longer exist; a world that is 
indeed the Kingdom of God. Speaking God’s truth in Love, The Black Clergy Caucus of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Long Island.” 
 
 
Subject: FRATERNAL MESSAGE TO THE DIOCESE OF LONG ISLAND 

“My Lord Bishop Chair - Rt Rev. Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Long Island, Colleague Bishops, Distinguished Members of Convention - Ordained and Non-
Ordained, it gives me great pleasure to bring you this message of goodwill and felicitation. 
I wish to congratulate you, on behalf of the Anglican Diocese of Cape Coast, my wife - Dorcas, 
and myself on the occasion of your 154th Diocesan Convention. 
As a Diocese we cherish our partnership with you and offer you our prayerful support in the 
Spirit of Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence. I wish to take this opportunity to express 
our profound thanks and appreciation for your support to Bishop Daniel Allotey (our retired 
Bishop). 
My dear people of God, you are meeting at Convention at a time our world is faced with the 
Coronavirus Pandemic, which has affected people’s lives and livelihoods, Church membership, 
socio-economic and physical well-being of people. We continue to witness social and racial 
injustices in our world, and particularly the political uncertainty in the USA after the Presidential 
election. 
While the times are hard we continue to trust God for a breakthrough and to use even these 
difficulties for a greater glory. We pray for God’s blessings as you meet to reflect, discuss and 
consider the mission and expansion of God’s Church and your Diocese for that matter. 
We wish you a successful Diocesan Convention. God bless our partnership and God bless the 
Anglican Communion. Thank You. 
Pax Vobiscum 
+Victor Cape Coast” 
[NB: This spacing needs to be corrected] 
 
 
 

 
Dispatch presented the nominations by name as published in the Pre-Convention Journal. The 
President then called for further nominations from the floor, after each office and in every 
category. Except as noted below, there were no further nominations. 
 

Secretary 
(until 2021) 

The Rev. Karen Davis-Lawson 
 



 

Treasurer  
(until 2021) 

Pearson Griffith 
 
 

Diocesan Council 
Two clergy (until 2023) 
The Rev. Nell Archer 

The Rev. Jason Moskal 
 

Diocesan Council 
Two lay (until 2023) 

Merrick Williams 
Lee Schubert 

 
Standing Committee 
One clergy (until 2024) 

The Rev. Dr. Walter Hillebrand 
 

Standing Committee 
One lay (until 2024) 

Roy Murphy 
Kathy Page 

 
 

The Board of Managers of Camp DeWolfe, Inc.   
Two persons (until 2023) 

Michelle Wiley 
Rev. Donovan Leys 

 
The Board of Directors of Episcopal Ministries of Long Island, Inc. 

Two persons (until 2021) 
Rev Jennifer VanCooten-Webster 

Denise Grey-Stewart 
 

The Board of Directors of Episcopal Ministries of Long Island, Inc. 
Two persons (until 2023) 

Penny Allan Grinage 
Rita Ann Griffith 

 
 

The Board of Trustees of the George Mercer Jr. Memorial School of Theology 
Two persons (until 2023) 

The Rev. Brian Barry 
Teresa Smalls 

 



 

The Board of Trustees of the George Mercer Jr. Memorial School of Theology 
One person (unexpired until 2021) 

The Very Rev. Gilberto Hinds 
 

The Trustees of the Estate Belonging to the Diocese of Long Island, Inc. 
Two persons (until 2024) 

The Rev. Canon John Denaro 
The Rev. Pauline Samuels 

 
The Disciplinary Board 

Clergy Order Two person (until 2023) 
Rev. Kassinda Ellis 

Need nomination form the floor 
 

The Disciplinary Board 
Lay Order One person (until 2023) 

Raymond Alexander 
 

The Disciplinary Board 
Lay Order, one unexpired term (until 2022) 

Linda Watson-Lorde 
 

Chapter of the Cathedral of the Incarnation 
One Lay (until 2023) 

Victoria Crosby 
 
 

The motion to close nominations was properly made, seconded and carried. 
 

Dispatch moved the election of all uncontested seats by office and name. Motion was 
properly seconded and carried and the following elections were declared: 

 
 

Secretary 
(until 2021) 

The Rev. Karen Davis-Lawson 
 

Treasurer  
(until 2021) 

Pearson Griffith 
 
 

Diocesan Council 
Two clergy (until 2023) 
The Rev. Nell Archer 

The Rev. Jason Moskal 



 

 
Diocesan Council 
Two lay (until 2023) 

Merrick Williams 
Lee Schubert 

 
Standing Committee 
One clergy (until 2024) 

The Rev. Dr. Walter Hillebrand 
 
 

The Board of Managers of Camp DeWolfe, Inc.   
Two persons (until 2023) 

Michelle Wiley 
Rev. Donovan Leys 

 
The Board of Directors of Episcopal Ministries of Long Island, Inc. 

Two persons (until 2021) 
Rev Jennifer VanCooten-Webster 

Denise Grey-Stewart 
 

The Board of Directors of Episcopal Ministries of Long Island, Inc. 
Two persons (until 2023) 

Penny Allan Grinage 
Rita Ann Griffith 

 
 

The Board of Trustees of the George Mercer Jr. Memorial School of Theology 
Two persons (until 2023) 

The Rev. Brian Barry 
Teresa Smalls 

 
The Board of Trustees of the George Mercer Jr. Memorial School of Theology 

One person (unexpired until 2021) 
The Very Rev. Gilberto Hinds 

 
The Trustees of the Estate Belonging to the Diocese of Long Island, Inc. 

Two persons (until 2024) 
The Rev. Canon John Denaro 

The Rev. Pauline Samulels 
 
 

The Disciplinary Board 
Clergy Order: Two persons (until 2023) 

Rev. Kassinda Ellis [NB:Where is the second person?] 



 

 
 

The Disciplinary Board 
Two Lay (until 2022) 

Sharon Brown-Veillard 
Need Floor Nomination 

 
The Disciplinary Board 

Lay Order One person (until 2023) 
Raymond Alexander 

 
The Disciplinary Board 

Lay Order, one unexpired term (until 2022) 
Linda Watson-Lorde 

 
 

Chapter of the Cathedral of the Incarnation 
One Lay (until 2023) 

Victoria Crosby 
 

Dispatch then called on the Secretary for Election of contested officers.  The following were 
elected: 

 
Standing Committee 
One lay (until 2024) 

Kathy Page 
 
 

Dispatch then called upon Canon Patrick Guy, Chair of the Committee on Canons. 
 

Amend RULES OF ORDER OF THE CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF LONG ISLAND 

Resolved, that the Rules of Order of the Convention of the Diocese of Long Island be amended 
to read as follows [items in red are deletions; items in bold are additions]: 
CANON 1 
Part I. Matters Occurring Prior to the Convention. 
RULE 1. Reports Presented to the Convention. All reports of Diocesan Corporations, 
Diocesan Institutions, Governing Boards, Committees, Officers, etc. to be presented to the 
Convention as required by the Diocesan Canons or otherwise shall be transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Convention not later than six (6) weeks prior to the date of the Convention in 
every year. The Secretary of the Convention shall cause the same to be reproduced and 
mailed or electronically transmitted to every Delegate to the Convention and all persons 
holding any office or trust under the Convention not less than two (2) weeks prior to the date of 
the Convention as part of the Pre-convention Journal. 
RULE 2. Submission of Resolutions. All resolutions to be considered for action by the 
Convention must be submitted in writing to the Secretary of the Convention not later than thirty 
(30) days prior to the date of the Convention and must be signed by a Delegate to the 
Convention. On the expiration of the time for submitting resolutions to the Secretary of the 
Convention, the Secretary of the Convention by direction of the President of the Convention 



 

shall transmit to the Committee on Miscellaneous Business or such other appropriate 
Committee or Commission of Convention all resolutions submitted to the Secretary of the 
Convention after such date, but no such resolution shall be proposed for action by the 
Convention except upon a motion for the suspension of the Rules of Order duly passed. 
Part II. General Regulations. 
RULE 1. Admission to the Convention. The Bishops of the Church, Clergy from other 
Dioceses, Professors and Students of Theology in the Church, and all persons holding any 
office or trust under the Convention, if not members, shall be admitted to sittings of the 
Convention. Seats on the platform shall be occupied by officers of the Convention or their 
representatives, by Bishops, and by such other persons as by special vote of the Convention 
shall be so authorized. 
RULE 2. Admission to the Convention During Balloting. No person, other than legally 
elected Delegates to the Convention and all persons holding any office or trust under the 
Convention, or such persons as may be approved by the President as necessary to the 
immediate business of the Convention, shall be permitted to appear on the floor of the 
Convention during a period of balloting by the Convention for all elective offices. 

Propositions 
Proposition 2020-P1 
RULE 3. Visitors and Other Observers. There may be an area of the Convention 
meeting room designated by the President for visitors and other observers. This area shall not 
be considered as a part of the Convention Floor. 
RULE 4. Hours of Business. The hours of each day's session shall be as set forth in the 
Pre-convention Journal, unless otherwise ordered by the Convention by direction of the 
President. Each session shall begin and conclude with prayer. 
RULE 5. Distribution of Printed Matter. No printed (or electronic) matter of any kind 
shall be distributed at the Convention nor shall any printed matter be placed on the seats of 
Delegates except by the authority of the President of the Convention, but this prohibition shall 
not apply to the report of a Committee or Commission of Convention, or to any paper or 
electronic transmission or other document presented to and accepted by the Convention or 
printed by its authority. 
RULE 6. Unanimous Consent. By unanimous consent any action may be taken that is 
not in contravention of any provision of the Constitution or the Canons of the Church or the 
Diocese. 
RULE 7. New Business. All new business introduced, except such as may accompany 
and form a part of the report of a Diocesan Corporation, Diocesan Institution, Governing Board, 
Committee, Officer, Committee, or Commission of Convention, shall be in writing and as a 
motion or resolution in complete form for adoption with the name of the mover appended. Such 
new business shall at once be referred to an appropriate Committee or Commission of 
Convention. It shall be the duty of such Committee or Commission to which such resolutions 
and motions have been referred to report them to the Convention in the order of their reference. 
Convention shall take action only on the report of such Committee or Commission unless the 
Convention shall otherwise order. 
RULE 8. Suspension of Rules. Any Rule of Order may be suspended by the vote of not 
less than two thirds (2/3) of the Delegates present. Any new matter introduced during such 
suspension may be explained by the mover in a statement of not more than five minutes, but 
otherwise shall not be subject to debate or action until after report from the appropriate 
Committee or Commission of Convention. 
RULE 9. Amendment of Rules of Order. No proposed amendment of the Rules of 
Order shall be considered by the Convention unless it shall have been printed be in the Preconvention 
Journal and mailed or electronically transmitted as provided in Part I, Rule 1 of 



 

these Rules of Order. If such amendment were adopted by a majority vote of the Convention, it 
shall lie over to consideration until the next annual Convention when, if again adopted by a 
majority vote, the Rules of Order shall be amended accordingly. If such amendment were 
adopted by unanimous vote of the Convention or by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of both Orders taken 
separately, the amendment shall take effect immediately. 
Part III. Order of Business. 
RULE 1. Organization for Business. At the opening of each Convention, the President 
shall take the chair after which the Order of Procedure shall be as follows: 
(a) Roll Call Card. Every Delegate, Clerical or Lay, shall file with the Secretary of the 
Convention a record of attendance on a "Roll Call Card" to be supplied by the Secretary of 
Convention or such other electronic means of recording attendance as the Secretary of 
Convention shall determine and disclose by means of the Pre-convention Journal so that 
the names of all present may be recorded in the Diocesan Journal. 
(b) Determination of Quorum. In order for the Convention to conduct business, a 
quorum must be present. A quorum shall consist of at least sixty (60) Clergy entitled to vote in 
the Convention, and Lay Delegates from at least sixty (60) Parishes entitled to vote in the 
Convention. The Secretary of the Convention shall ascertain the presence of a quorum of 
Clergy of the Diocese and Parishes entitled to representation, and report this to the President of 
the Convention. If there be any irregular or defective certificates, and certificates and 
documents referring to contested seats, these shall be reported to the Convention, which shall 
decide on the admission of the Delegates named therein after submission of the report of the 
Committee on Voter Qualifications. 
(c) Report of Committee on Voter Qualifications. The Secretary of Convention shall 
present the report of the Committee on Voter Qualifications. 
(d) Order of Business. A quorum being present, the President shall declare the 
Convention organized for business which shall proceed in the following order: following the 
order listed in the Pre-convention Journal and shall include in any order the the 
Secretary of the Convention determines: 
(i) Appointment of Parliamentarian. The President of Convention shall appoint a 
Parliamentarian for the good order of the Convention. 
(ii) Appointments of Tellers of Elections. (A) The President of Convention shall 
appoint from members of the Clergy Canonically Resident in the Diocese, and 
Laity domiciled in the Diocese, Tellers of Elections (one Delegate each from the 
Clergy and Laity for each ballot box used). Upon direction of the President, the 
Secretary of Convention may appoint additional Delegate tellers to count the 
ballots who need not be Delegates to the Convention in order that the official 
tellers may not be obliged to absent themselves from the business of the 
Convention while the ballots are being counted. (B) If the Convention or voting 
at the Convention is held electronically, no tellers shall be appointed, and 
the counting of the ballots shall be accomplished by such electronic means 
as shall be directed in the Pre-Convention Journal. 
(iii) Reading of Minutes. The minutes of the prior Convention as printed in the 
Diocesan Journal or the Pre-convention Journal, as determined by the 
Secretary of the Convention, shall be read and approved, but the requirement 
to read such minutes may be dispensed with upon order of the Convention as 
directed by the President. 
(iv) Unfinished Business. If the business of the Convention shall not have been 
completed on the first or any succeeding day of session, the first business on 
each succeeding day shall be the matter under consideration at the time of 
adjournment on the preceding day and thereafter the matters which were not 
reached on the preceding day, in the order prescribed in these Rules of Order. 



 

(v)Reports of Diocesan Corporations and Diocesan Institutions. Reports of 
the following diocesan corporations and institutions shall be included in 
the Pre-convention Journal: 
(A) The Standing Committee 
(B) The Diocesan Council 
(C) The Board of Managers of Camp DeWolfe 
(D) The Cathedral of the Incarnation 
(E) Episcopal Charities Ministries 
(F) The Mercer School of Theology 
(G) The Trustees of the Estate 
(H) Episcopal Health Services 
(vi) Report of the Secretary of Convention. The Secretary of Convention shall 
report on communications received by him or her for the Convention, or on 
business unfinished at the last Convention. Introduction and reference shall be 
made to Committees on Miscellaneous Business or on Canons of any resolutions 
not in the Pre-convention Journal which are either (A) included in the report, 
printed and previously distributed, either of a Committee or Commission of the 
Convention, or (B) relating to or embodying a recommendation contained in the 
Bishop's Address. 
 (vii) Reports of Committees. 
(A) On Canons 
(B) On Miscellaneous Business 
(C) Other Committees and Commissions of the Convention 
(D) On Dispatch of Business 
(E) On the Bishop's Address (which shall be in order at any time 
after the Bishop's Address) 
(viii) Report of Treasurer. 
(ix) Elections as Required by Canon. 
(A) The Secretary of Convention 
(B) Assistant Secretary or Secretaries of Convention (who 
shall be nominated by the Secretary of Convention) 
(C) The Treasurer of Convention 
(D) Assistant Treasurer or Treasurers of Convention (who 
shall be nominated by the Treasurer of Convention) 
(E) The Historiographer 
(E) (F) The Standing Committee 
(F) (G) The Diocesan Council 
(G) (H) The Board of Managers of Camp DeWolfe 
(H) (I) The Cathedral of the Incarnation 
(I) (J) Episcopal Charities Ministries 
(J) (K) The Mercer School of Theology 
(K) (L) The Trustees of the Estate 
(L) (M) The Ecclesiastical Court Disciplinary Committee 
(N) Delegates to Provincial Synod 
(M) (P) Delegates to the General Convention 
(N) (Q) Provisional Delegates to General Convention 
(R) Family Consultation Service 
(S) Diocesan Review Committee 
(x) Appointments to Diocesan Corporations and Institutions. The President 
shall, at the discretion of such President, appoint from members from the Clergy 



 

Canonically Resident in the Diocese, and Laity domiciled in the Diocese, to any 
Diocesan Corporation or Institution as provided by the Canons of the Church or 
this Diocese. 
 (xi) Appointments to Committees. For the next meeting of the Annual 
Convention the President shall, at the discretion of such President, appoint from 
members of the Clergy Canonically Resident in the Diocese, and Laity domiciled 
in the Diocese, to the following Committees: 
(A) On Canons 
(B) On Dispatch of Business 
(C) On Miscellaneous Business 
(xii) The Bishop's Address. The Bishop's Address shall be in order at any time. 
(xiii) Reports of other Bishops. Reports of the Bishop Coadjutor and of the 
Bishop Suffragan and the Assistant Bishop if so requested by the Bishop. 
(xiv) Resolutions and References and Motions. 
(xv) The Holy Eucharist. The Holy Eucharist shall be in order at any time. 
Part IV. Convention Committees. 
RULE 1. Establishment of Convention Committees. To facilitate its work, the 
Convention may from time to time establish such committees with such duties as it may 
determine, and, unless otherwise stated, the President shall appoint members thereto, as 
provided in the following Rule 2. 
RULE 2. Committees. There shall be the following Committees of Convention: 

(a) Canons. The duties of the Committee on Canons are to consider and report 
on all matters appearing in the Pre-convention Journal or introducing in 
Convention referred to it by the Bishop. Its membership shall be up to four 
(4) Clerical Members, up to four (4) lay persons of the Diocese, and the 
Chancellor, ex officio, each member to serve for four (4) years with one (1) 
Clerical Member and one (1) lay person to be appointed by the President 
prior to each Annual Convention and announced in the Pre-convention 
Journal. 
(b) Dispatch of Business. The duties of the Committee on the Dispatch of Business are 
to arrange and facilitate the manner of conducting the business of Convention. Such 
Committee shall always be entitled to the floor of Convention on business pertaining to that 
Committee. Its membership shall be the chairperson of the Committee on Canons, ex officio, 
the chairperson of the Committee on Miscellaneous Business, ex officio, the Chancellor, ex 
officio, the Secretary of Convention, ex officio, and up to nine (9) other persons appointed by 
the Bishop from the Clerical Members and Lay persons of the Diocese. Members of the 
Diocesan staff may, as required by the President, serve as part of the planning group for 
this Committee. 
(c) Miscellaneous Business. The duties of the Committee on Miscellaneous Business 
are to consider and report on all matters appearing in the Pre-convention Journal or introduced 
in Convention referred to it by the Bishop. Such Committee shall receive and consider all 
resolutions except resolutions on matters coming under the purview of an appropriate 
Committee or Commission of Convention, and except resolutions of Committees accompanying 
Committee reports recommending action of the Convention. The Committee on Miscellaneous 
Business shall submit its report to the Convention recommending the adoption or rejection of 
each resolution proposed, or the adoption of any such resolution as amended or substituted by 
such Committee. A copy of the report of the Committee on Miscellaneous Business shall be 
mailed or electronically transmitted by the Secretary of the Convention to each Delegate as 
part of the Pre-convention Journal. Its membership shall be a chairperson and up to four (4) 
clerical members and up to four (4) lay persons of the Diocese, each to serve for four (4) years. 



 

Appointments to the Committee, if any, shall be announced in the Pre-convention 
Journal. 
 (d) On Voter Qualifications. The Committee on Voter Qualifications shall be under the 
oversight of the Secretary of the Convention. Its duties are to consider and report on all matters 
pertinent to the qualifications of Delegates and Parishes wishing to have the right to vote at 
Convention. Prior to the opening of Convention it shall examine all audit certificates, parochial 
reports, and delegate certificates, in order to make recommendations to the Convention as to 
the right of any Delegate or Parish wishing to have a right to vote at Convention. The 
Committee on Voter Qualifications shall submit its report to the Convention recommending the 
seating or rejection of each Delegate or Parish wishing to have the right to vote at Convention to 
the extent such is permitted by the Canons of the Church or of this Diocese. Its membership 
shall be the chairperson of the Committee on Canons, the chairperson of the Committee on 
Miscellaneous Business, the chairperson of the Committee on Dispatch of Business, the 
Chancellor, the Secretary of Convention, and the Treasurer of Convention. 
(e) Membership, Term and Vacancies. The term of office of each Committee member 
shall continue to the close of the Convention which shall sit in the member's last year of service, 
and thereupon the successor's term shall begin. The Bishop shall fill by appointment any 
vacancy in any Committee caused by resignation, death, or inability to act. 
Part V. Decorum and Debate. 
RULE 1. Robert's Rules. Except when in conflict with the Constitution or Canons of the 
Church or of this Diocese or any Rule of Order herein contained, the latest edition of "Robert's 
Rules of Order" shall govern the interpretation of these Rules of Order and the procedure to 
follow. 
RULE 2. Resolutions to be Seconded and in Writing. No resolution shall be considered 
as before Convention unless seconded and reduced to writing and signed by the mover, whose 
name shall be entered in the Diocesan Journal. 
RULE 3. Order of Amendments. All amendments shall be considered in the order in 
which they are received. When a proposed amendment is under consideration, a motion to 
amend the same may be made. 
RULE 4. Withdrawal of Motion or Resolution. The mover may withdraw a motion or 
resolution at any time before decision or amendment, in which case it shall not be entered upon 
the Minutes. 
RULE 5. Respect for President and Scope of Debate. When any Delegate is about to 
speak, he or she shall, with due respect, address himself or herself to the President, and in 
speaking confine himself or herself to the point in debate. 
RULE 6. Limit on Debate. No Delegate shall speak more than twice in the same debate 
without leave of the Convention (except the mover, who is entitled to reply). 
RULE 7. Transgression of Rules. If any Delegate in speaking or action transgresses 
the Rules of Order of the Convention, the President shall call him or her to order, and he or she 
shall immediately take his or her seat, unless permitted by the Convention to explain or proceed 
in order. 
RULE 8. Motion, Debate, Vote, Priority. The following motions shall have priority in 
order listed. The mover cannot interrupt a Delegate who has the floor, he or she must be 
recognized, and the motion must be seconded. 
(a) To Adjourn or to Recess - not debatable, majority vote 
(b) To Lay on the Table or to Table - not debatable, majority vote 
(c) To Move the Previous Question, or Limit or Extend Debate - not 
debatable, amendable as to time if specified, two thirds (2/3) vote 
(d) To Postpone to a Time Certain - debatable, amendable, majority vote 
(e) To Commit or Recommit to a Committee - debatable, amendable, 
majority vote 



 

(f) To Amend or to Substitute - debatable, amendable, majority vote 
(g) To Postpone Indefinitely - debatable, not amendable, majority vote 
(h) To Suspend the Rules or Take up Business Out of Order - not debatable, 
two thirds (2/3) vote 
(i) To Divide the Question - not debatable, majority vote 
(j) To Reconsider - must be made on the day the vote is taken, may not be 
reconsidered more than once, must be moved and seconded by ones 
who voted in the majority on the first decision, debatable, two thirds (2/3) 
vote 
RULE 9. Balanced Budget. No motion to amend the budget shall be entertained that 
would cause the budget to be out of balance with known pledges and estimated other receipts 
unless there is included in the motion to amend a provision for maintaining a budget balanced 
against known pledges and estimated other receipts. Such motion shall be in writing. 
Part VI. Committee of the Whole. 
RULE 1. Committee of the Whole. Whenever so ordered, the Convention may go into 
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of any matter. The President shall designate 
some member of the Convention to act as Chairperson of the Committee of the Whole, which, 
when in session, shall be governed by these rules as adapted by the Chairperson, subject to 
appeal to the Committee, and also to the following provisions: 
(a) Motion to Rise. A motion to rise and to report to the Convention, with or without 
request for leave to sit again, may be made at any time, and shall take precedence of all other 
motions, and shall be decided without debate. No such motion once made shall be renewed 
until further proceeding shall have been had in the Committee of the Whole. 
(b) Motion to Vote at a Designated Time. A motion that a vote upon any pending 
proposition shall be taken at some designated time may be made and be disposed of without 
debate at any time, but as before provided a motion to report to the Convention shall take 
precedence. 
(a) Motion to Lay on the Table. No motion to lay on the table shall be entertained. 
RULE 2. Motion for Committee of the Whole to Sit Again. No debate shall be allowed in 
the Convention of any motion to permit the Committee of the Whole to sit again. Requests for 
such permission shall take precedence of all other business, and the motion thereof shall be put 
to vote immediately without reference. 
Part VII. Elections and Voting. 
RULE 1. Voting of Members. Every Delegate to Convention present shall vote 
whenever a question is put, unless excused by the Convention. The votes shall be taken by 
electronically or by ayes and nays. 
RULE 2. Voting by Convention. In all elections other than a vote by Orders, a simple 
majority of votes shall be necessary for election, with a majority of Delegates voting. In the 
event that more candidates receive a majority than there are offices to be filled, those 
candidates receiving the highest majorities shall be declared elected to each office. In each 
case, additional ballots shall be taken if needed until the offices in question are filled. The 
Secretary of the Convention, assisted by tellers appointed by the President of the Convention, 
or by authorized electronic voting, shall have charge of the counting of the ballots. Defective 
and blank ballots are invalid. A ballot cast for less than the number of offices or seats to be 
filled shall not be deemed to be defective. For paper ballots, Aafter the ballots they have 
been given to the voters, the Convention at the request of any Delegate may vote the 
President may, in the discretion o such President, opt to take a five-minute recess before 
casting the ballot. In the event of electronic voting, no such recess shall be granted. 
RULE 3. Vote by Orders. A vote by Orders shall always be taken whenever required by 
the Constitution or Canons of the Church or of the Diocese. A vote by Orders may also be 
called for by ten (10) Delegates to Convention. In all stated elections where a vote by Orders is 



 

required, a concurrent majority of both clerical and lay votes shall be necessary for election, with 
a majority of both Orders voting. In the event that more candidates receive a majority in both 
Orders than there are offices to be filled, those candidates receiving the highest concurrent 
majorities shall be declared elected to each office. 
RULE 4. Vote by Certain Officers. The Convention Secretary, Diocesan Treasurer, 
Diocesan Chancellor, and Diocesan Registrar, whether clergy or lay, elected or appointed, shall 
be entitled to vote at all Convention elections and on all questions put to Convention. 
 

Explanation: 

The proposed changes to the Rules of Order include options to facilitate an in-person or virtual 
Convention including electronic transmission of the Pre-convention Journal, and Agenda. The 
changes also include the addition of electronic voting, the removal of reports of corporations 
that no longer exist, presentation of reports to Convention in the Pre-convention Journal. 
Part I, Rule 1: Adds the option for the Secretary of Convention to electronically transmit the 
Preconvention 
Journal to delegates. 
Part II, Rule 5: Adds the prohibition to distribute electronic matter to the Convention without prior 
approval of the President. 
Part II, Rule 9: Adds Amendment of Rules of Order may be transmitted electronically. 
Part III, Rule 1, a: Permits the Secretary of Convention to take attendance electronically. 
Part III, Rule 1, d: Allows the Order of Business to be flexible. 
The Order will be published in the Pre-Convention Journal. 
Part III, Rule 1, d, ii, B: Addition to provides for electronic voting. 
Part III, Rule 1, d, iii: Provides the option of printing the minutes of the prior Convention in the 
Pre-convention Journal. 
Part III, Rule 1, d, v: Allows reports of diocesan corporations to be included in the Preconvention 
Journal and updates the name of Episcopal Charities to Episcopal Ministries. 
Part III, Rule 1, d, ix: Eliminates entities that no longer exist or are no longer elected by the 
Convention. 
Part III, Rule 1, d, x: Removes requirement of these appointment to be done at the Convention. 
Part IV, Rule 2, a: Allows for fewer than 8 members of the Committee. The number of members 
is flexible, and the appointments are announced in the Pre-Convention Journal. 
Part IV, Rule 2, b: Allows for up to 9 people to be appointed by the Bishop. Diocesan staff may 
be a part of the Committee. 
Part IV, Rule 2, c: Allows the Committee’s report to be electronically transmitted to Delegates. 
The number of members is flexible, and the appointments are announced in the Pre-Convention 
Journal. 
Part VII, Rule 1: Electronic voting added as an option. 

Part VII, Rule 2: Electronic voting added as an option. 
 
 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, Proposition #1 was carried by the required 
2/3 majority. 

 



 

 



 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, Proposition #2 was carried by the required 
2/3 majority. 

 
 
 

At 10:25 AM Dispatch called for recess. 
 

At 10:45 AM, Convention reconvened at which time Dispatch called upon the Bishop for his 
address, which follows herein: 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: 

so clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring 

those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor 

of your Name. Amen 

As I begin this address to the 154th Convention of the diocese, I wish to 

pause and ask that we breathe deeply, remain still, and pray for all those who 

have died of illness related to COVID-19, those who have become ill and 

continue to be hospitalized, those who care for them and serve them and all 

the victims of this virus—especially our siblings providing care at our St. 

John’s Hospital—all who have suffered economic loss, due to loss of 

employment, housing, and other essential services.  For all who have put 

themselves at risk in the struggle for racial justice, cultural and gender 

equality, and all those for whom sexual identity, immigration status and 

political affiliation have put them at risk of repudiation and ridicule. 

I come to preside at this annual gathering of the Church in the Diocese of 

Long Island, convinced more than ever, as I shared with the clergy of the 

diocese last week, that the notion that “what unites us is far greater than what 

divides us” is just not true.  The resulting fractures evidenced by the 

presidential election indicate that the divisions within the fabric of this nation 

in which we live and serve, are so deep and embedded in the idea of America, 

that to pretend otherwise is foolishness and unfaithful. 



 

The Church must be faithful, and our foolishness must only be found in the 

foolishness described by St. Paul in his first letter to the Church in Corinth, 

“The message of the cross is folly to those who are headed for ruin, but to us 

who are experiencing salvation, it is the power of God.” I Corinthians 1:18  

We cannot pretend that our citizenship in the Kingdom of God, given to us at 

baptism, is not at odds with the concepts that are pervasive in so many places 

in our country. We cannot, as the Church, move forward in proclaiming the 

good news of Jesus Christ, in establishing the Kingdom of God, the creation of 

Beloved Community, and at the same time adhere to a “rugged individualism” 

so identified with the misconception of what America is meant to be.  

Just read the Sermon on the Mount, Chapters 5, 6, and 7 in Matthew’s gospel 

to appreciate the enormous dichotomy between who and what we are called 

to be as followers of Jesus, and the values and concerns of our present 

society.  The concepts that built an economy on the stolen lives of slaves, the 

theft of land from native peoples, and the subjugation of minorities, and 

women, immigrants and children, and the working class poor, the LGBTQ 

community can not remain the sins upon which we build a future, or long for 

a return. The out of hand, disenfranchisement of the needs and concerns of 

working families for health care, education, and housing must be appreciated 

and championed as Christian values. As we read in Matthew’s gospel, Luke’s 

gospel and in Paul’s first Letter to Timothy, ‘...the laborer is worth his/her 

wage”.  

We must be the church, the voice of Jesus’ teaching in the context of this 

society. And our teaching and example can not be confused by politics, and 

secular agenda. 

Now with the election settled and a new administration poised to move us in 

healthy ways, it is time for the people of God, the church to engage in our 

own work, free of the fear of being unraveled by nationalist policies, and 

faithful in our efforts to follow Jesus’ teaching proclaimed in the 7th chapter 



 

of Matthew’s gospel to remove the log from our own eye, and to once again 

imagine our providing a foretaste of the heavenly kingdom. 

To that end and with that goal, our focus in this year will be Becoming Beloved 

Community.  

I am inviting you into a time of Reading, Writing and Reckoning to help us 

move beyond the work of The Racial Justice and Reconciliation Commission, 

which set the ground work for each of us to stop merely talking and to get on 

with the work at hand.  

As many of you know, The Rev Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, Dean of the Episcopal 

Divinity School at Union Seminary led our Clergy Conference this past 

year.  Her time with us was both convincing and compelling, and if it were not 

for our having to shift attention due to the pandemic, today I would be giving 

an initial update on progress, rather than this call to action.  

Dean Douglas called us to initiate conversation in and among white people 

and between all ethnic and racial groups within the diocese.  Our Presiding 

Bishop, Michael Curry simultaneously charged his staff with creating the tools 

necessary to help us in becoming Beloved Community. We are now furthering 

our work in this process by providing experiences and learning related to 

what divides us and what can transform us into building the Kingdom of God, 

Beloved Community that embodies relational racial healing grounded in 

discovering and then speaking truth in love that results in action toward 

justice and actually becoming One Diocese, One Mission. Today I am calling 

on this diocese to come together for a year of Reading, Writing and Reckoning 

toward racial justice in Long Island.  

Before COVID-19 shut down our in-person gathering we began an Indaba 

process in the diocese.  Indaba, a Zulu word which translates into an entire 

phrase in English, “deep sharing from the heart that asks how things are in 

your village.”  



 

Starting with the clergy of the diocese and moving into the laity, Indaba 

groups are charged with building and deepening relationships that are at the 

heart of forming Beloved Community.  Beginning this very month, training will 

be offered to deepen our experience of Indaba. The Indaba process will begin 

with truth finding. Each group will be asked to unpack the particular history of 

the present congregation with a focus particularly on the presence of black 

people in the congregation and neighborhood. We will want to discover in the 

historical research the reality of our history, even to the point of uncovering 

from whom the land or property occupied by the present congregation was 

received. The implications of this process is to base our future on the truth of 

our past. Here in New York we will have to discover, and reckon with the 

reality that many of our properties were once the land of native peoples.  

I am asking that we not wait, and unless the pandemic thwarts our effort, that 

with support and instruction from the staff of the diocese, we begin in January 

to bring together Indaba groups.  As the process begins I will be calling forth 

a group of multi-racial/multi-ethnic members of the diocese (both clergy and 

laity) to craft liturgies and prayer experiences that will become a part of a 

diocesan pilgrimage trail of important historic sites and events that I will 

journey with members of the diocese who wish to travel to incorporate and 

transform what we have learned in the process.  I will also be asking that 

same group to lend their voice to aiding congregations who wish to transform 

their worship space to create a more welcoming atmosphere for worship given 

the congregation and neighborhood we serve.  Moving away from the typical 

euro-centric images of our Lord and the saints, to provide ethnic and 

cultural-friendly images to support liturgies and prayer. Our people in 

everyplace should recognize the face of Jesus in each other and in our places 

of worship. 

As we gather in this convention, I am asking that our decisions and our focus 

address the needs of all of God’s people, on all sides of the issues, and with 

deep respect and reverence, that we begin to delineate who we are as the 



 

church, from what we have created in the past and imagine ourselves to be in 

the future.  

The pandemic has quickly transformed our understanding of how church 

gathers, but it has not changed our understanding of church.  

Let me address a tangent here: I want to celebrate and applaud the great and 

faithful work of every one of our congregations in adapting meaningful ways 

of including people in formation, prayer and liturgy by way of the various on-

line platforms being used to connect people. I want to applaud the efforts of 

the Trustees of the Diocese, the staff and board of Episcopal Ministries of 

Long Island and the Diocesan Communication Office,  for providing almost a 

quarter of a million dollars and technical assistance to the parishes and 

missions of the diocese who sough assistance in creating reliable and useful 

electronic communication during this period of isolation. As we begin to 

return to limited in-person liturgies, it is my hope that a hybrid experience of 

in-person and on-line simultaneous worship will remain the norm in the 

diocese.  Just imagine, an individual at home participating in liturgy via zoom 

and having the Holy Eucharist deliver from that very liturgy in which they fully 

participated by a Lay Eucharistic visitor.  The concept of “shut ins’ will be 

transformed. Let me here give thanks to all the members of our Diocesan 

Task force who have worked faithfully to provide guidance and direction to 

the congregations and people of our diocese since the start of this crisis 

helping to keep us as safe as possible.  

Church is not only what we do on Sundays.  Church is the community of 

prayer, worship, formation and fellowship that serves a neighborhood, town 

or village in the name of Jesus Christ. Often, usually, we gather sometime on 

Sunday but we must be developing meaningful alternatives to Sunday morning 

as the people we are called to serve re-imagine their lives and involvement in 

community.   



 

In late September, the report from the General Convention office on Parochial 

Reports,  indicated that over the past ten years, almost aligning with my time 

as bishop, the Diocese of Long Island reported that there are ten thousand 

less people in attendance on Sundays than had been reported in the prior 

decade.  Although a bit alarmed by the data, upon further investigation I have 

found that several important missional realities find no accurate place in these 

reports. To begin with, over the last ten years, many of our congregations 

have provided alternative opportunities for worship - addressing the needs of 

a new generation of christians. Congregations have engaged in fostering 

community outreach and programs, and our efforts in areas of feeding 

programs, housing initiatives, shelter programs all invite a level of interaction 

with the church that do not find a numerical place on the parochial report.  

Now all of this, and the countless other ways we are serving the people of 

God, does not negate the tremendous opportunity before us.  In Brooklyn, 

Queens, Nassau and Suffolk there are nearly seven million people - 1/3rd of 

the total population of the State of New York lives in the Diocese of Long 

Island.  Regardless of the present restriction placed on us by the COVID-19 

pandemic, there is no reason that everyone of our congregations could not at 

least double in size and number if we allowed ourselves to mount a serious 

effort to engage our communities in formation, education and prayer.  My 

invitation to all of you, using common language is this “lets go for it!”  As you 

have already engage - always put people first. Lets take up the missionary 

effort to bring Jesus Christ into every opportunity to build up the communities 

we serve. Give up the old notion of proprietary fear - what is the worst that 

can happen? Our buildings get used, they get dirty, we move the furniture 

around, we accommodate the need of the people we hope to reach.  Let me 

say this loud and clear - as your bishop, I really don’t care about the numbers 

- let’s just continue to do the holy work God has set before us.  Just like what 

we are doing now - even in this on-line Convention, we are finding a way 

forward with lots of grace and enthusiasm. I could not be prouder of our 

diocese.  



 

Since March and the commencement of COVID-19 restrictions, our parishes 

and ministry partners have literally provided hundreds of thousands of meals, 

to essential workers, families and individuals across the diocese.  And literally 

delivered several tons of diapers, toilet paper, heath care products, feminine 

care products and backpackers to aid people across the diocese. I know that if 

I begin to name congregations, I will miss some and risk not recognizing the 

tremendous work that has been accomplished.  As many of you know, my 

office has been collecting data over the past few weeks. It is my intention in a 

separate communication to publicize that data in celebration of our collective 

faithfulness and great care for our neighbors, friends and parishioners in 

need.  

I know we are all tired and a bit wearied by all that this past year has placed 

upon, but we are called to be a living body of Christ in the midst of God’s 

people.  

In order to ease some of the burden that is before us and in an effort to 

support our missionary efforts within the diocese, during the last few months 

we have created a new corporation within the structure of our diocesan life. 

Episcopal Real Estate of Long Island has been formed in cooperation with the 

Trustees of the Estate Belonging to the Diocese of Long Island.  You can read 

the details in the Convention Journal. But for our purposes today let me say 

this.  

The Diocese, its parishes, missions and corporation own a tremendous 

amount of Real Estate. It costs our congregations and institutions a great deal 

of money to support the maintenance, upkeep and expansion of these 

buildings both for historic and programatic reasons. Either we can continue to 

use financial resources to maintain buildings and property, stealing away 

resources for ministry, or we can use the property in joint ventures that 

benefit the local community and provide financial resources to support our 

ministries without being forced to sell our historic buildings.    



 

Under the banner of One Diocese, One Mission we are choosing to do the 

latter. In the near future, I believe that this good and holy stewardship of our 

properties, with the support of this new diocesan corporation will advance the 

ministry of the diocese for decades to come and help us restore and protect 

the fabric of our place in the communities we have served for over 153 years. 

It will also allow us, in the true anglican spirit of mutual responsibility and 

interdependence in Body of Christ, to bridge resources and ministry within 

deaneries better equipping us to be the local church working together as One 

Diocese, One Mission.  

I wish to draw this address to this 154th gathering of the diocese to a close 

once again with a call to prayer.  When someone like me repeatedly states that 

“the church must be the church” what I am implying is the Body of Christ, not 

merely an institution, or an organization, or a history... what I am implying is 

a people whose lives are connected by prayer and witness to the cause of 

Jesus Christ in the world.  What I mean is not only connected to what we do, 

but more importantly how we act and love and pray as a people committed to 

building the kingdom of God.  

St Ignatius of Antioch and St. Polycarp, and the other early church mothers 

and fathers would state it this way - we must become living exegesis, 

explanation of the life of Christ in the world. Learning Christ by deep prayer 

and study, daily entering into the death and resurrection of Jesus which we 

encounter in baptism and living in the world as a disciple of Jesus, the Christ.  

All the programs, all the ideas, all the plans will not align the world to the way 

of Jesus if we are not praying individually and collectively.  

And so I am encouraged by the hundreds of people across the diocese who 

have begun to participate in contemplative prayer.  It is that prayer - that 

deep and vulnerable prayer that will motivate our right actions in the midst of 

this crazy, confusing, but beautiful world.   



 

So as in years past,  I ask you sisters and brothers to engage an hour of 

prayer each day, a day of prayer and reflection each month, and eight days of 

prayerful retreat each year. And to commit to this prayer as we journey into 

the work and ministry our Lord has called us to embrace in this time and in 

this place called Long Island.  Together, as the church, we can change the 

world - or at the very least, show the world a better way.  Amen.   

 
 
 

Upon the conclusion of the Bishop’s address, Dispatch was called upon and pursuant to Title 
VII, Canon 3, Section IV moved to approve the application of Redeemer, Mattituck as a 

parish in Union with the Diocese of Long Island.   
 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was approved by the required simple 
majority. 

 
 

Dispatch called upon the Rev. Maxine Barnett for the report of the Committee on 
Miscellaneous Business and to move Resolution #1, the Diocesan Ministry Plan. Mother 

Maxine moved Resolution #1 and called upon Pearson Griffith, Treasurer of the Diocese and 
of Convention, to present the ministry plan. 

 
 

2020 Treasurer’s Report to Convention 
Proposed 2021 Ministry Plan 

The proposed Ministry Plan for the Diocese of Long Island is printed in the Pre-convention 
Journal on pages 22-27, which I trust you have had an opportunity to peruse. 

I. Introduction 
The 2021 Ministry Plan that is before this convention represents the best efforts of many 

persons from Diocesan Center who have balanced our need for substantial support for the 
ministry of the diocese as we all confront the devastating impact of the world-wide COVID-19 
pandemic. This Plan reflects the outward and visible expression of our collective support for 

the programs, initiatives and personnel that are our diocesan ministry. The ministry plan 
provides significant support and attention to the further development of clergy and lay 

leadership, the continued encouragement of our diocesan-wide ministries, and the on-going 
initiatives of pastoral, liturgical and social ministries across the diocese and beyond. 

 
II. Sources of Revenue 

As in prior years, the Diocese Ministry Plan is funded by four sources of revenue: (1) 
Trustees of the Estate (2) Congregational offerings (3) Service and other revenue and (4) 

Astor Fund grant. 
 

1. Trustees of the Estate. 



 

Due to the unprecedented circumstances caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic, 59% of the 
revenue in the 2021 Ministry Plan comes from Trustees of the Estate in several types of 

support: namely, 
i. Monthly investment Income from the Investment Fund. 

ii. Income from trust funds held by the Trustees of the Estate to support the Episcopate. 
iii. Mission, and maintenance expenses. 

iv. The Trustees also provides support to the Cathedral and Diocesan Center through this 
Ministry Plan. 

 
2. Congregational Offerings for the Support of Ministry 

Offerings from congregations represent 30% of the proposed Ministry Plan. In 2020, pledges 
were recorded from 119 of 131 congregations, with 62 congregations pledging the full tithe 

and 12 congregations making no pledge. 
 

3. Astor Fund Grant 
The Diocese is the beneficiary of income from the Astor Fund that held by The Episcopal 
Church for mission in the City of New York. This income is allocated to projects in the city. 

 
4. Service and Other Revenue 

Service and Other Revenue remain at 10% in 2021 as Episcopal Ministries is providing 
additional support for the Canon for Stewardship position. Accounting and administrative fees 

are received for services provided to other Diocesan corporations. 
 

III. Program and Personnel Expenses 
Expenditures in the 2021 Plan can be broken down into three broad categories: 

 
Episcopate and the Bishop’s Staff 26% 

These expenses cover salaries, benefits, and travel and related benefits of the Diocesan 
Bishop, Assisting Bishops, Chancellor, Bishop’s Lay Staff, and Administrative Staff. 

Expenses of Clergy Staff are included under their individual areas in Mission. 
 

Administration & Facilities Expenses 11% 
Administrative Expenses includes audit, legal, office equipment and office expenses.  
Facilities & Maintenance is responsible for the buildings and grounds on the diocesan 

campus and other properties managed by the diocese. Facilities and Maintenance also 
provides insight and analysis to local parishes engaged in construction and maintenance 

projects. 
 

Mission 63% 
The major categories of Mission in this Plan are: 

Support for the Wider Church 
Communication and Technology 

Diocesan Convention 
Diocesan Church Development Institute 

Diocesan Missioners 
Diocesan Partnerships 



 

 
Notes 

 
Support from Trustees of the Estate 

Due to the unprecedented circumstances caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic, 59% of the 
revenue in the 2021 Ministry Plan comes from Trustees of the Estate 

 
Staffing Diocesan Center 

There were no staff layoffs as result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

2021 Convention 
The Ministry Plan reflects an expense allocation that provides for a one-day convention in 

2021 appropriate to what we believe will still be a time of recovery post COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Episcopal Real Estate, LLC 
Beginning 2021 we anticipate receiving revenue contributions from the Real Estate office 

($500k?) 
 

Deputation to General Convention 
There is no allocation in the 2021 Ministry Plan as we have made the prudent decision to limit 

our presence during General Convention to the elected deputation and the bishops of the 
diocese. 

 
 

Additional explanation of Ministry Plan expenses may be found on pages 24-26 of the Pre-
convention Journal. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Pearson Griffith 

Treasurer 
 

The motion was duly seconded and passed by the requisite majority. 
  



 

 
 

The Rev. Maxine Barnett, Chair, Committee on Miscellaneous Business, presented Resolution 
2 as submitted to the Secretary of Convention. An amendment to Resolution 2 was offered to 
include a 1.3 Cost Of Living Adjustment to the Base Diocesan Minimum Compensation.  The 
proposed amendment carried and Resolution 2,as amended, was moved, seconded and 
adopted. 



 

 



 

The Rev. Maxine Barnett, Chair, Committee on Miscellaneous Business, presented Resolution 
3 as submitted to the Secretary of Convention. An amendment to Resolution 3 was offered 
which amendment was adopted. Resolution 3, as amended, was moved, seconded and 
adopted. 
 



 

 



 

 



 

At 12:30 PM Dispatch called for Noonday prayer and recess for lunch. 
 

At ______PM, the Convention was reconvened. Dispatch called on the Bishop for Necrology 
and Honoring of new Ministries and Anniversaries 
 

1. Names of those granted Postulancy 
a. Michael McCarthy 2/11/2020 
b. Elliot Conrad 2/11/2020 

 
2. Names of those granted Candidacy 

a. John Hunt 6/25/2020 
b. James Reiss 6/26/2020 
c. Carl Adair 6/23/2020 
d. Lilo Carr Rivera 6/26/2020 
e. Joseph Lawrence Cundiff 6/25/2020 
f. Lu Zhang 6/23/2020 
g. Gerrianne Griffin 6/23/2020 
h. Robert White 6/26/2020 
i. Ju Young Lee-Pae 6/25/2020 

 
3. Ordinations   

a. Alan Christopher Lee, Deacon 1/25/2020 All Saints, Park Slope, Brooklyn, by 
Bishop Provenzano 

b. Alan Christopher Lee, Priest 9/12/2020, Grace, Brooklyn Heights, Brooklyn, by 
Bishop Provenzano 

 
4. Clergy Appointments 

a. The Rev. Stephen Tamke has been appointed as Priest in Charge at Christ 
Church, Manhasset; effective July 1, 2020. 

b. The Rev. Randolph Jon Geminder has been appointed as Priest in Charge at St. 
Mary’s, Amityville; effective January 1, 2020. 

c. The Rev. Dr. Sean Wallace has been appointed as Priest in Charge at St. Mary’s, 
Carle Place; effective February 17, 2020. 

d. The Rev. Donovan Ivanhoe Leys has been appointed as Priest in Charge at St. 
Gabriel’s, Brooklyn, effective March 1, 2020 

e. The Rev. Cecily P. Broderick y Guerra has been appointed as Priest in Charge 
at St. Stephen’s, Jamaica, effective March 15, 2020 

f. The Very Rev. Steve Foster was appointed Dean of the Jamaica Deanery; 
effective March 1, 2020. 

g. The Rev. Karen Campbell has been appointed as Priest in Charge at Christ 
Church, Sag Harbor; effective May 1, 2020. 

h. The Rev. George Sherrill has been appointed as Interim Priest in Charge at St. 
Anselm’s, Shoreham, effective June 1, 2020. 

i. The Rev. Alan Christopher Lee has been appointed as Curate at Grace Church, 
Brooklyn Heights, effective June 1, 2020. 



 

j. The Rev. Gilberto A. Hinds, has been appointed Dean of the Hellgate Deanery 
effective September 1, 2020 

k. Anandsekar Manuel appted PIC Resurrection, Williston park effective October 1, 
2020 

l. The Rev. Brian Barry has been appointed as Priest in Charge at Holy Trinity, 
Valley Stream; effective September 1, 2020.  

m. The Rev. Spencer Cantrell has been appointed as Curate at All Saints, Park 
Slope; effective July 1, 2020. 

n. The Rev. Anandsekar Manuel has been appointed as Part-Time Priest in Charge 
at Church of the Resurrection, Williston Park, NY; effective October 1, 2020.  

o. The Rev. Spencer Reece has been appointed as Priest in Charge at St. Mark’s, 
Jackson Heights; effective October 1, 2020. 

p. The Rev. Catherine Wieczorek has been appointed as Curate at St. John’s, 
Lattingtown; effective July 1, 2020. 

 
5. Clergy transferred (in and out of the diocese) 

a. IN 
i.  Karen F. Sherrill 06/1/2020 [NB From where?} 
ii.  George Sherrill, Jr., 6/1/2020[NB From where?] 
iii. William L. Ogburn, from the Diocese of New Jersey 2/26/2020 

b. OUT 
i. John D. Betit to Connecticut 3/10/2020 
ii. Wilfredo Benitez  to Connecticut 3/6/2020 

 
6. Clergy retirements 

a. Anthony Bowen 4/1/2020 
b. Karen A. Campbell 5/1/2020 

 
7. Clergy Deaths 

a. John H. Gill-Lopez, Manhattan 4/14/2020 
b. James Kenyon, 4/19/2020 
c. Antonio Checo 4/1/2020 

 
Dispatch called on Appointments to the Commission on Ministry 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Joseph Pae, Chair 
The Rev. Maxine Barnett 

The Rev. Tony Bowen 
Ms. Janice Commentz 

The Rev. Diane DeBlasio 
The Rev. Denise Galloway 

Mrs. Brenda Innis 
The Rev. Morgan Mercer Ladd 

Mrs. Mabel Lee 
The Rev. Donovan Leys 



 

The Rev. John Merz 
The Very Rev. Kevin Morris 

Dr. Lena Mullings 
The Rev. Dr. Allen Robinson 
Ms. Elizabeth Schumacher 

Ms. Sharon Tucker 
The Rev. Shawn Williams 

 
 
The Rev. Maxine Barnett, Chair, Committee on Miscellaneous Business, presented Resolution 
4 as submitted to the Secretary of Convention. Resolution 4 was seconded and adopted as 
presented 



 



 

. The Rev. Maxine Barnett, Chair, Committee on Miscellaneous Business, presented Courtesy 
Resolutions 1-4 which were seconded and carried as presented. 
 



 

 



 

Dispatch then moved that the 155th Convention of the Diocese of Long Island be held on 
Saturday, November 13, 2021 and asked that is to be communicated by the Convention Secretary 
within the next 30 days in accordance with Title II, Canon 4, Section I of the Constitution of the 
Diocese of Long Island.  
 
 Dispatch further moved that the 154th Convention of the Diocese of Long Island 
immediately move to Closing Prayer and that the Convention be adjourned sine die. 
 
 Following Closing Prayer, the Convention was adjourned. 
  

(The Rt. Rev.) Lawrence C. Provenzano., President of Convention, and 
(The Rev.) Karen Davis-Lawson, Secretary of Convention 

 
 


