
A LITURGY FOR HOME - EASTER II 
When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church. 

 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Leader Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
Leader This is the day the Lord has made. 
People Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
People His mercy endures forever. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 

od of life, source of all faith, through the waters of baptism you have raised us 
up in Jesus and given us life that endures. Day by day refine our faith, that we 

who have not seen Christ may truly confess him as Lord and God, and share the 
blessedness of those who believe. Grant this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection 
and the life, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God 
for ever and ever. 
People Amen. 
 
A WORD OF SCRIPTURE 
 

Reader A reading from the gospel of John                    John 20:19-31 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.”22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of 
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.25So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
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and yet have come to believe.”30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

• We have but faith: we cannot know - For knowledge is of things we see; - And 
yet we trust it comes - From thee, - A beam in darkness: let it grow. Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson in "In Memoriam."  

 

• If we only have the will to walk, then God is pleased with our stumbles. C. S. 
Lewis. 

 

• We’re not necessarily doubting that God will do the best for us; we are 
wondering how painful the best will turn out to be. C.S. Lewis. 

 

• If doubt is challenging you and you do not act, doubts will grow. Challenge the 
doubts with action, and you will grow. Doubt and action are incompatible. 
John Kanary. 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER 
 

ü How do you believe without the physical proofs that Thomas demanded? Who 
have been resources of faith in your life? 

 

ü Why wasn’t Thomas locked in the upper room? Where did he go? I think brave, 
honest Thomas might have gone off to grieve on his own. When I am faced with 
death of a loved one, do I isolate myself from the community of faith. Has that 
ever been your experience? When faced with a traumatic situation or a sudden 
and unexpected death, what helps you to cope? What gives you hope? 

 

ü When do I find myself like Thomas? When have I been like those who have not 
seen? 

 

ü Why, do you think, Thomas was unwilling to accept the disciples story of the 
resurrection? 

 

ü Recall a time you experienced the type of peace Jesus offered to the disciples in 
that locked room. How has that experience effected your life of faith? 

 

ü When have the doors of my heart been locked? What caused that to happen? 
Do I not expect Jesus to show up and visit me? Am I afraid, afraid that my 



well-ordered ways of thinking and doing things might be turned upside down 
if I let Jesus in? 

 

RESPONSE 
 

Leader With all our heart and mind, we pray to You, O Christ. 
 

Intercessor In this time of bewilderment and fear, we ask you to give us the courage 
to take care of one another as Jesus did. For those who are ill, especially 
those who are frightened and alone, for those who cannot access 
healthcare, for those who are homeless and lost; Risen Lord, Hear our 
prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our sadness and grief, we ask you to give us words to 
comfort one another. For those who are dying, and for those who have 
already died from this virus, for those who care for them and for those 
with no one to care for them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 In the midst of our own anxiety, we ask for the courage to support one 
another as you would. For those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; for 
those who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the 
future; for our government and financial institutions and those who lead 
them; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

  

 In the midst of our struggle to ensure a healthy future for all people, we 
ask you to give us the hope that surpasses our current understanding. For 
healthcare workers, spiritual leaders and our faith communities, for 
artists and poets, for prophets and teachers; Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 

 Remembering that you have promised to hear our prayers, we offer our 
intercessions and thanksgivings:  

 

 Silence may be kept 
 

Leader Gathering our prayers and praises together, we are bold to say: 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 



  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Leader Let us pray 
 Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 

new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into 
the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they 
profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
 

The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 
Leader God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 

fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Ephesians 3:20, 21 

People Amen.  
 

 


