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MASS OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Commemorating the Life, Ministry and Witness 
 

Of 

Absalom Jones 
 

The Right Reverend Lawrence C. Provenzano 
Bishop of Long Island, Presiding 

 
The Rev. Canon Dr. Lynn A. Collins 
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Hosted by the Diocese of Long Island and the Black Clergy Caucus 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
THE PRELUDE  
 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Bishop + Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.     
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 
 

Bishop Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT 
 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Bishop Let us pray. 
et us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, 
honoring the steadfast courage of your servant Absalom Jones, we 

may show forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom of the 
children of God, which you have given us in your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

People Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING             Isaiah 61: 1 - 4 
 

he spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to 
provide for those who mourn in Zion -- to give them a garland instead of ashes, the 
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They 
will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they 
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
 

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God 
 

  S 

T 
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THE PSALM 139:1-9         St. Anne  

  Lord, you have searched me out and known 
Whatever you have wrought: 
My rising up and sitting down, 
You know my every thought. 
 

You trace my journeys and my rests 
And everything I do; 
And no word forms upon my lips 
Which is not known to you. 
 

Behind, before, you press on me, 
And on me lay your hand; 
Such knowledge is too wonderful 
For me to understand. 
 

Then from your Spirit or your face 
Where can I flee or go? 
In heaven above I find you there 
And in the grave also. 
 

If I should take the wings of dawn 
And reach the farthest sea, 
Yet even there your hand holds fast, 
Your right hand leading me. 
 

THE EPISTLE             Galatians 5: 1 - 6 
 

or freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again 
to a yoke of slavery. Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if you let yourselves be 

circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. Once again I testify to every man 
who lets himself be circumcised that he is obliged to obey the entire law. You who 
want to be justified by the law have cut yourselves off from Christ; you have fallen 
away from grace. For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for 
anything; the only thing that counts is faith working through love. 
 

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

F 
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SEQUENCE HYMN                 Holy Ground 
      Music & Text Geron Davis 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL            John 15: 12 - 15 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any 

longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

THE SERMON      The Rev. Canon Dr. Lynn A. Collins 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         
             

Deacon In thanksgiving and prayer for the life and ministry of Blessed Absalom 
Jones, let us pray to the Lord our God. 

 

 Silence may be kept 
 

Intercessor We praise you, Loving God, for the faithful prayers of your people 
throughout the generations. For their abiding witness to your gospel, 
bearing your light in their own day, let the Church say Amen.  

People  Amen! 
 

Intercessor We praise you, Loving God, for those pursuing peace, advocating for 
reparations, and working for healing and reconciliation among 
individuals and communities. For willing spirits and voices to speak your 
truth, let the Church say Amen. 

People  Amen! 
 

Intercessor We praise you, Loving God, for opportunities to reflect, in penitence, on 
our shortcomings. We remember those weighed down by poverty, those 
lacking food, clean water and adequate health care. For courage to 
respond to your call to address inequities, let the Church say Amen. 

People Amen! 
 

 
 
 

J 
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Intercessor We praise you, Loving God, for our Episcopal Diocese of Long Island. 
For our renewed commitment to eradicate prejudice, racism and all forms 
of discrimination in the communities where we live and serve, let the 
Church say Amen. 

People Amen! 
 

Intercessor We praise you, Loving God, for our liberation from sin and death through 
Son, Jesus Christ. That your people may be freed from the chains that 
bind them and experience the fullness of your abundant life, let the 
Church say Amen. 

People  Amen! 
 

Intercessor  We praise you, Loving God, for the cloud of witnesses who received their 
crown of glory and rest forever with you. For endurance to continue our 
course on earth, inspired by their example, let the Church say Amen. 

People  Amen! 
 

THE CONFESSION 
 

Deacon Let us confess our sins to God.  
 

People God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each 
other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of 
the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 
our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior 
Jesus Christ that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.  
Amen. 

 

Bishop Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace 
of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  

People Amen. 
 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 
 

Bishop The peace of the Lord, be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

WELCOME/REMARKS         
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
  

THE OFFERING 
Today’s offering will support the ministry of the Black Clergy Caucus of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Long Island. The Caucus thanks you in advance for your generosity.  Please 
make your checks payable to “St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church” and write Black Clergy 
Caucus in the Memo line.  

Black Clergy Caucus c/o St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church 
99-10 217th Lane 

Queens Village, NY 11429 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                    Every Praise  
Hezekiah Walker 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER - A 
 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Bishop  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you 
cleanse and renew your Church by the witness of your saints, calling 
people in every age to holiness of life through the indwelling of your Holy 
Spirit. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

THE SANCTUS 
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Bishop Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and 
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

    

Bishop We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to 
be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 
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 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Bishop And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
People Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Bishop Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

AGNUS DEI 
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Bishop The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ has died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
Thanksgiving. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

In the Episcopal Church, everyone is welcome to come forward for Communion. Please 
follow the directions of the ushers to proceed to the altar. Baptized Christians from any 
denomination may receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion with an open palm and 
may either drink from the chalice or allow the minister to intinct the host into the wine. 
Gluten-free communion hosts are available, please let the minister know when you come 
forward for communion. Those who do not wish to receive communion may come 
forward, cross their arms over their chests and receive a blessing. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN              Just a little talk with Jesus 
 

I once was lost in sin but Jesus took me in 
And then a little light from heaven fill my soul 
He bathed my heart in love and He wrote my name above 
And just a little talk with Jesus makes me whole 
 

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus 
Let us tell Him all about our troubles 
He will hear our faintest cry, He will answer by and by 
And when you feel a little prayer wheel turnin' 
And you will know a little fire is burnin' 
Find a little talk with Jesus makes it right 
 

I may have doubts and fears, my eye be filled with tears 
But Jesus is a friend who watches day and night 
I go to him in prayer, He knows my every care 
And just a little talk with my Jesus makes it right 
 

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus 
Let us tell Him all about our troubles 
He will hear our faintest cry, He will answer by and by 
And when you feel a little prayer wheel turnin' 
And you will know a little fire is burnin' 
You will find a little talk with Jesus makes it right 
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Bishop Let us pray. 
 

People Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given 
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

AFRICAN AMERICAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Words: James Weldon Johnson / Music: J. Rosamond Johnson 

 

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, sing a song full of the 
hope that the present has brought us; facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let 
us march on till victory is won. 
 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, felt in the days when hope unborn 
had died; yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet come to the place for which 
our fathers died? We have come over a way that with tears have been watered, we 
have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, out from the 
gloomy past, till now we stand at last, where the white gleam of our bright star is 
cast. 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, thou who hast brought us thus far 
on the way; thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, keep us forever in the 
path, we pray. Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; lest 
our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee, shadowed beneath thy 
hand, may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Bishop Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People The maker of heaven and earth. 
Bishop Blessed be the name of the Lord; 
People From this time forth for ever-more. 
Bishop The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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THE FINAL HYMN     Hold on to God's Unchanging Hand 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
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bsalom Jones was born enslaved to Abraham Wynkoop, a wealthy Anglican planter, in 1746 
in Delaware. He was working in the fields when Abraham recognized that he was an 
intelligent child and ordered that he be trained to work in the house. Absalom eagerly 

accepted instruction in reading, and saved money he was given to buy books. Abraham Wynkoop 
died in 1753. When Absalom was sixteen, Abraham’s son Benjamin Wynkoop sold the plantation 
and Absalom’s mother, sister, and five brothers. He brought Absalom to Philadelphia where he 
opened a store and joined St. Peter’s Church. With the permission of their masters, Absalom married 
Mary Thomas who was enslaved to Sarah King who also worshipped at St. Peter’s. Absalom and 
his father-in-law, John Thomas, used their savings, and sought donations and loans primarily from 
prominent Quakers, in order to purchase Mary’s freedom. They saved enough money to buy 
property and to buy Absalom’s freedom. After repeated requests, Benjamin Wynkoop freed Jones 
by granting him a manumission. Absalom began worshipping at St. George’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He met Richard Allen who had been engaged to preach at St. George’s and the two became 
lifelong friends. Together, in 1787, they founded the Free African Society, a mutual aid benevolent 
organization that was the first of its kind organized by and for black people. At St. George’s, 
Absalom and Richard served as lay ministers for the black membership. The black members worked 
hard to help raise money to build an upstairs gallery intended to enlarge the church. The church 
leadership decided to segregate the black worshippers in the gallery, without notifying them. During 
a Sunday morning service, a dispute arose over the seats black members had been instructed to take 
in the gallery, and ushers attempted to physically remove them by first accosting Absalom Jones. 
Most of the black members indignantly walked out in protest. In 1792 the Free African Society 
began to build the African Church of Philadelphia. The church membership took a vote and decided 
to affiliate with the Episcopal Church. Absalom Jones was asked to provide pastoral leadership and 
after prayer and reflection he accepted the call. The African Church was dedicated on July 17, 1794. 
Soon thereafter the congregation applied for membership in the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania 
on the following conditions: 1) that they be received as an organized body; 2) that they have control 
over their own local affairs; 3) that Absalom Jones be licensed as lay reader, and, if qualified, be 
ordained as a priest. In October 1794 it was admitted as the African Episcopal Church of St. 
Thomas. Bishop William White ordained Jones as deacon in 1795 and as priest on September 21, 
1802. Jones was an earnest preacher. He denounced slavery, and warned the oppressors to “clean 
their hands of slaves.” To him, God always acted on “behalf of the oppressed and distressed.” St. 
Thomas Church grew to over 500 members during its first year. Known as “the Black Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church,” Jones was an example of persistent faith in God and in the Church as God’s 
instrument. Jones died on February 13, 1818. 

A 


