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The Stations of the Cross are a series of fourteen pictures that represent successive incidents during Jesus’
progress from his condemnation by Pilate to his crucifixion and burial. They are used in the Christian tradition as a
devotional practice that invites participants to walk this path in solidarity with Jesus.
As one looks at these depictions, the eye quickly moves to the gestures of Jesus. These gestures communicate a
variety of emotions and struggles. We see Jesus gesturing for help. We see him reaching to the earth for balance.
We see gestures of surrender and forgiveness. We see gestures of suﬀering and pain.
Gestures are one way we communicate to each other. Through gestures we are able to overcome limitations in our
communication. A gesture can transcend distance and language. Gestures can be used when the world becomes
too noisy to hear one other. Through gestures we are able to rise above the noise and connect.
Jesus oﬀers a way for us to rise above the noise that keeps us separated from ourselves, each other and the divine.
Through this project we look to the gestures of the Stations of the Cross to connect us to this path of connection
that Jesus teaches.
This installation features the original stations that adorn the walls of the nave at Iglesia de la Santa Cruz/Bushwick
Abbey. Under each of the original depictions is a detail photograph of the gesture of Jesus visible in each station.
The photos of these gestures feature the hands of members of the congregations of Iglesia de la Santa Cruz and
Bushwick Abbey.
The photographs of 'Station to Station, Gesture to Gesture' were developed and printed by hand at the Bushwick
Community Darkroom.
About the Artists
Photos: Michael Hassin moved to Brooklyn from Chicago in 2015 and was welcomed with open arms by Bushwick
Abbey despite never having been to church before. He developed an aﬃnity for street photography and the analog
film process after discovering the Bushwick Community Darkroom, where he's now worked as a volunteer for the
past 2 years. Follow him on instagram @strangerlens.
Curation: Seth Ruggles Hiler is the Artist in Residence at Bushwick Abbey. In this capacity, Seth creates and
curates art projects which bring together local artists to build and strengthen connections in this community. Follow
him on instagram @sethpaintsamerica.

