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Collection Details 
Historical Note 

Born on June 13, 1907, in St. Louis, Missouri, Jonathan Goodhue Sherman attended 
preparatory school at the Kent School of Kent, Connecticut, and would continue his studies at 
Yale University, graduating in 1929. He also studied at the General Theological Seminary in 
New York, earning a Bachelor of Sacred Theology in 1933. In June of that year, he was 
ordained deacon by Bishop Acheson of Connecticut, and later priest the following year at St. 
John’s Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut. In 1938 he became rector of St. Thomas’ Church in 
Bellerose, New York, and would remain there until 1949. On October 12, 1948, Sherman was 
elected as the Suffragan Bishop of Long Island during the 81st General Convention of the 
Diocese of Long Island at the Cathedral of the Incarnation in Garden City. He was consecrated 
on January 6, 1949, by Presiding Bishop Henry Knox Sherill, and would serve as suffragan until 
March 19, 1966, where he was elected Bishop. His election, according to a New York Times 
article written the day after, was viewed as direct support of the high church (beliefs and 
practices of Christian theology that emphasize rites, sacraments and a priestly authority). 
Sherman retired on his 70th birthday on June 13, 1977; on October 27, 1989, he died of heart 
failure in St. Francis Hospital in Hartford, Connecticut.  

Scope & Content 

Bishop Sherman is the primary creator of the materials included in this collection. These 
materials come in the form of letters, reports, newsletters, newspaper clippings, press releases, 
billings, recreational documents, and ephemera. While Sherman’s episcopacy was held 1966-
1977, the materials cover the period between 1945 and 1981. Many of the materials are relative 
to the Diocese of Long Island, thus the geographical provenance of many materials has 
connections to Long Island, Queens and/or Brooklyn. Examples of this may include church 
activities, personal interests and communications from the bishop, community involvement, and 
commentary on current events. However, some materials have been outsourced, particularly 
letters from various dioceses or institutions out-of-state or internationally. Many of these are 
relative to current events; examples include episcopal and federal commentary on major world 
events, such as the Vietnam War (1955-1975) or the United States Civil Rights Movement 
(1954-1968). 

Arrangement Description 

This collection was processed at the collection-level; materials and individual items are 
categorized by folder. Each folder begins with letters “SF” for Subject Files. The initial number, 
1-8, signaling which bishop the evidence pertains to. The numbers are attached to individual 
bishops in order of when they held their episcopacy. For example, 1 would be referring to The 
Rt. Rev. Abram Littlejohn and 8 would refer to The Rt. Rev. Lawrence Provenzano. The final 
number - separated by a period from the initial number - in two digits, referring to the collection 
or file itself. For example, a file titled '#SF-5.04' would be a specific subject file referring to items 
related to Bishop Jonathan Sherman. The folders in the banker boxes are not categorized in 
any specific order; in terms of organization, these folders were left in the same order as they 
were when they were first received. The smaller boxes were organized by the processing 
archivists; two of the three are designated for Bishop Sherman's reports to Rt. Rev. James P. 
DeWolfe, while the third is miscellaneous, its categorization untouched since its initial receipt. 



 

 

Related Materials 

These subject files are part of a larger group of files pertaining to the bishops of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Long Island, which can be accessed by contacting its archivist. Other archives may 
hold information on Bishop Sherman and his episcopacy, including (but not limited to) the 
Archives of the Episcopal Church at 107 Denson Drive, Austin, TX 78752.  

Immediate Source of Acquisition 

The collection has been property of the Episcopal Diocese since its genesis 
 
Subject Headings 

This record series is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms: 

PERSONS: 

DeWolfe, James P. 

Gospodium 

Hamilton, Peter 

Magna, Faith 

Marsh, Helen 

Martin, Richard B. 

Melish, William H.  

Miller, Kenneth W.  

Sherman, Jonathan G. 

Toneff 

ORGANIZATIONS: 

Episcopal Diocese of Long Island 

Episcopal Service for Youth 

Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity 

General Theological Seminary 

George Mercer School of Theology 

Interdiocesan Committee on Legislation 

Nassau County Council of Churches 

National Council of Episcopal Churches 

Provincial Council Synod 

Smith Haven Ministries 



 

 

Suffolk County Council of Churches 

Teachers of the Children of God 

Tithing Committee 

Urban Conference 

PLACES: 

George Mercer School of Theology, Garden City, N.Y. (USA) 

Grace Church, New York, N.Y. (USA) 

Nassau County, N.Y. (USA) 

Queens County, N.Y. (USA) 

Trinity Church, Elmont, N.Y. (USA) 

Smith Haven Ministries, Coram, N.Y. (USA) 

St. Anne & the Holy Trinity, Brooklyn, N.Y. (USA) 

St. David’s, Cambria Heights, N.Y. (USA) 

St. John’s Hospital, Brooklyn, N.Y. (USA) 

St. John’s Hospital, Smithtown, N.Y. (USA) 

Suffolk County, N.Y. (USA) 

SUBJECTS: 

American civil rights movement 

Anti-communist movements 

Art and religion 

Cold War 

Diocesan history 

Divorce—Episcopal Church 

Economic councils—Episcopal Church 

Episcopal Church—United States Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. 

Euthanasia movements 

Faith 

Libraries—Special collections—Religion 

Marriage—Episcopal Church 

McCarthyism 



 

 

Race relations—Episcopal Church 

Racial justice—Episcopal Church 

Religious articles 

Religious education of people with disabilities—Episcopal Church 

Religious life 

Religious thought 

Religious tolerance—Episcopal Church 

Remarriage—Episcopal Church 

Sexism in religion 

Socialism in religion 

Spiritual thought 

William H. Melish case 

Women and religion 

Word (Theology) 

Worship 

Vietnam War, 1961-1975 

 

 

Using the Collection 
 
ACCESS STATEMENT 

Collection access is available upon request. 

 

RIGHTS STATEMENT 

Copyright has not been assigned to the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island; see the archivist for 
more information. Copyright restrictions apply. 

 

PREFERRED CITATION 

[ITEM DESCRIPTION], Bishop Sherman Subject Files 1945-1981, 

Archives of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, Garden City, New York 
  



 

 

Collection Inventory 
 

 FILE                     ID            BOX   

Bicentennial 1975 #SF-5.01 Box 1 
Chancellors #SF-5.02 Box 1 
Diocesan Centennial 1967-1968 #SF-5.03 Box 1 
Diocesan History #SF-5.04 Box 1 
Institution Arrangements #SF-5.05 Box 1 
Bishop Martin Consecration 1967 #SF-5.06 Box 1 
Keneth W. Miller 1961-1973 #SF-5.07 Box 1 
Bishop Sherman - Personal #SF-5.08 Box 1 
Vietnam #SF-5.09 Box 1 
Clergy Applications #SF-5.10 Box 1 
College Works 1949-1956 #SF-5.11 Box 1 
Episcopal Charities Appeal 1951-1952 #SF-5.12 Box 1 
Episcopal Charities Appeal 1943-1957 #SF-5.13 Box 1 
Episcopal Charities Appeal 1958-1959 #SF-5.14 Box 1 
Episcopal High School  #SF-5.15 Box 1 
Episcopal Church Women 1949-1961 #SF-5.16 Box 1 
Episcopal Service for Youth (1) #SF-5.17 Box 1 
Episcopal Service for Youth (2) #SF-5.18 Box 1 
Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity 1960-1961 #SF-5.19 Box 1 
Euthanasia #SF-5.20 Box 1 
Correspondence 1951-1956 #SF-5.21.1 Box 1 
Correspondence 1957-1959 #SF-5.21.2 Box 1 
Correspondence 1960-1961 #SF-5.21.3 Box 1 
Correspondence 1962-1966 #SF-5.21.4 Box 1 
Correspondence 1967-1972 #SF-5.21.5 Box 1 
Correspondence 1973-1981 #SF-5.21.6 Box 1 
General Convention #SF-5.22 Box 1 
General Theological Seminary 1952-1960 #SF-5.23 Box 2 
Grace Church, Conselyea Street #SF-5.24 Box 2 
Hamilton, Mr. & Mrs. Peter #SF-5.25 Box 2 
Miscellaneous #SF-5.26 Box 2 
Lesson Plans #SF-5.27 Box 2 
Teachers of the Children of God #SF-5.28 Box 2 
Department of Religious Liberty 1960-1961 #SF-5.29 Box 2 
Correspondences 1949-1961 #SF-5.30 Box 2 



 

 

School of Theology #SF-5.31 Box 2 
Elmont, Trinity #SF-5.32 Box 2 
St. David's, Cambria Heights #SF-5.33 Box 2 
School of Theology 1961 #SF-5.34 Box 2 
School of Theology 1958 #SF-5.35 Box 2 
St. Mary's School, Garden City 1949-1959 #SF-5.36 Box 2 
Seabury Press 1956-1959 #SF-5.37 Box 2 
Bishop Sherman's Anniversary #SF-5.38 Box 2 
Personal 1949-1961 #SF-5.39 Box 2 
Special Gift Donors #SF-5.40 Box 2 
Suffolk County Council of Churches #SF-5.41 Box 2 
Tithing Committee 1950-1956 #SF-5.42 Box 2 
Toneff-Gospodium (Displaced Person)  #SF-5.43 Box 2 
Fr. Tullman #SF-5.44 Box 2 
Urban Conference #SF-5.45 Box 2 
Diocesan Council 1949-1950 #SF-5.70 Box 2 
Diocesan Council 1956-1959 (1 of 2) #SF-5.46 Box 2 
Diocesan Council 1956-1959 (2 of 2) #SF-5.49 Box 2 
Department of Youth Work 1957-1959 #SF-5.50 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1949 #SF-5.51 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1950 #SF-5.52 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1951 #SF-5.53 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1952 #SF-5.54 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1953 #SF-5.55 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1954 #SF-5.56 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1955 #SF-5.57 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1956 #SF-5.58 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1957 #SF-5.59 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1958 #SF-5.60 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1959 #SF-5.61 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1960 #SF-5.62 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1961 #SF-5.63 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1964 #SF-5.64 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1965 #SF-5.65 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1966 #SF-5.66 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1967 #SF-5.67 Box 3 
Report to Rt. Rev. James P. DeWolfe 1968-1969 #SF-5.68 Box 3 
Diocesan Chest 1945-1949 #SF-5.69 Box 3 
Nassau County Council of Churches 1952-1956 #SF-5.71.1 Box 3 
Nassau County Council of Churches 1957-1959 #SF-5.71.2 Box 3 



 

 

Nassau County Council of Churches 1960-1962 #SF-5.71.3 Box 3 
National Council of Episcopal Churches 1949-1957 #SF-5.72.1 Box 3 
National Council of Episcopal Churches 1958-1959 #SF-5.72.2 Box 3 
National Council of Episcopal Churches 1960-1961 #SF-5.72.3 Box 3 
Depositions and Restoration 1949-1952 #SF-5.73.1 Box 3 
Depositions and Restoration 1953-1956 #SF-5.73.2 Box 3 
Depositions and Restoration 1957-1959 #SF-5.73.3 Box 3 
Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations #SF-5.74 Box 3 
Narcotics Committee 1951 #SF-5.75 Box 3 
Acceptances and Regrets (1 of 2) #SF-5.76 Box 4 
Acceptances and Regrets (2 of 2) #SF-5.77 Box 4 
Institutioning of Sherman (1 of 2) #SF-5.78 Box 4 
Institutioning of Sherman (2 of 2) #SF-5.79 Box 4 
Consents of American Dioceses #SF-5.80 Box 4 
Consecration 01/06/1949 (1 of 2) #SF-5.81 Box 4 
Consecration 01/06/1949 (2 of 2) #SF-5.82 Box 4 
Consents of Standing Committee 1948 #SF-5.83 Box 4 
Miscellaneous #SF-5.84 Box 5 
Seamen's Church Institute of New York 1971 #SF-5.85 Box 5 
Public Officials Names and Addresses #SF-5.86 Box 5 
St. John's Hospital, Brooklyn #SF-5.87 Box 5 
"S" #SF-5.88 Box 5 
Restoration to the Ministry Retreats #SF-5.89 Box 5 
Remarriage Permission Granted 1971 #SF-5.90 Box 5 
Remarriage Permission Granted 1972 #SF-5.91 Box 5 
George Mercer School of Theology Jan-Jul 1972 #SF-5.92 Box 5 
George Mercer School of Theology Jul-Dec 1972 #SF-5.93 Box 5 
Religious Corporation Laws #SF-5.94 Box 5 
Religion in Public Education 1971 #SF-5.95 Box 5 
Regional Confirmations #SF-5.96 Box 5 
Regional Clergy Conference 1971 #SF-5.97 Box 5 
Rectory Club 1971-1972 #SF-5.98 Box 5 
Radio Messages #SF-5.99 Box 5 
"R" Miscellaneous #SF-5.100 Box 5 
Queens Federation of Churches 1971-1972 #SF-5.101 Box 5 
Psychologist 1968 #SF-5.102 Box 5 
Provincial Synod 1971 #SF-5.103 Box 5 
Provincial Synod 1972 #SF-5.104 Box 5 
Smith Haven Ministries  #SF-5.105 Box 5 
Social Enrichment Center #SF-5.106 Box 5 



 

 

Society of St. Francis and St. John the Evangelist  #SF-5.107 Box 5 
Spiritual Healing #SF-5.108 Box 5 
Spiritual Outreach 1971 #SF-5.109 Box 5 
Spiritual Outreach 1972 #SF-5.110 Box 5 
Staff Meetings  #SF-5.111 Box 5 
Standing Committee Letters #SF-5.112 Box 5 
Standing Committee 1971 #SF-5.113 Box 5 
Standing Committee 1972 #SF-5.114 Box 5 
Department of Religious Liberty #SF-5.115 Box 6 
George Mercer School of Theology 1971 #SF-5.116 Box 6 
St John's Hospital, Smithtown #SF-5.117 Box 6 
Biographical Information #SF-5.118 Box 7 
Reports to Bishop 1960 #SF-5.119 Box 7 
Reports to Bishop 1961 #SF-5.120 Box 7 
Reports to Bishop 1962 #SF-5.121 Box 7 
Reports to Bishop 1963 #SF-5.122 Box 7 
Reports to Bishop 1965 #SF-5.123 Box 7 
Newspapers/Newsletters #SF-5.124 Box 7 
Photographs #SF-5.125 Box 7 
Writings #SF-5.126 Box 7 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1949 #SF-5.127 Box 8 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1951 #SF-5.128 Box 8 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1952 #SF-5.129 Box 8 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1953 #SF-5.130 Box 8 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1954 #SF-5.131 Box 8 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1955 #SF-5.132 Box 8 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1957 #SF-5.133 Box 8 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1958 #SF-5.134 Box 8 
Report of the Suffragan Bishop 1959 #SF-5.135 Box 8 
Melish Case #SF-5.136 Box 9 
Religion in Public Education 1958-1960 #SF-5.137 Box 9 
Layman's Training 1956-1959-1960 #SF-5.138 Box 9 
Holy Trinity, Brooklyn #SF-5.139 Box 9 
International Council Members #SF-5.140 Box 9 
Religion in Public School 1969-1970 #SF-5.141 Box 9 
Bishop DeWolfe (to 1958) #SF-5.142 Box 9 
New York State Council of Churches  #SF-5.143 Box 9 
Queens and Nassau Building Fund  #SF-5.144 Box 9 
Department of Missions 1958-1959-1960 #SF-5.145 Box 9 
Helen Marsh - Deceased #SF-5.146 Box 9 



 

 

Faith Magna #SF-5.147 Box 9 
"P" #SF-5.148 Box 9 
Department of Missions 1949-1953 #SF-5.149 Box 9 
Department of Missions 1957 #SF-5.150 Box 9 
Department of Missions 1955 #SF-5.151 Box 9 
Department of Missions 1953 (1 of 2) #SF-5.152 Box 9 
Department of Missions 1953 (2 of 2) #SF-5.153 Box 9 
Department of Missions 1961 #SF-5.154 Box 9 
Layman's Training 1951-1955 #SF-5.155 Box 9 
Provincial Council - Synod (up to 1959) #SF-5.156 Box 9 
House of Bishops (1949-1953) #SF-5.157 Box 10 
House of Bishops (1956-1958) #SF-5.158 Box 10 
House of Bishops (1958-1959) #SF-5.159 Box 10 
House of Bishops (1960-1961) #SF-5.160 Box 10 
House of Redeemer (1955-1960) #SF-5.161 Box 10 
Ingathering of the Quota Committee (1949-1955) #SF-5.162 Box 10 
Ingathering of the Quota Committee (1957-1959) #SF-5.163 Box 10 
Ingathering of the Quota Committee 1960 #SF-5.164 Box 10 
Interdiocesan Committee on Legislation (1955-1957) #SF-5.165 Box 10 
Photographs (2) #SF-5.166 Box 10 
Photographs (3) #SF-5.167 Box 10 

 

 


